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History of changes 

Version Date Changes 

REV1 28 July 2022 In “Step 2: Collection-Production-Validation of communication 

and dissemination materials”, page 10/11, the following sentence 

was added as per tracks: “The accessible languages considered for 

almost all the on-line communications as well as the Communication 

and Dissemination material spread so far are English (Social 

networks) and French (website). However, the EC of the African 

countries or those in charge often translate communication and 

dissemination outcomes into local languages (e.g. news on local tv 

and radio campaigns) that also include Swahili, Amharic and 

Vernecular, in addition to English and French”. 

  In the “Sub-Task 6.2.3. Participation in conferences and events 

at the African and International level”, page 23/24, the following 

sentence was added at the end of the paragraph as per tracks: 

“Moreover, the participation in Agronomically oriented fora will be 

promoted among the partners. Participation in international 

conferences related to Food security and agriculture such as Annual 

Global Forum on Agriculture, Organization for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD); Conference of the party of 

the UN Convention to combat desertification (UNCCD), 

International Conference on Agriculture, International academic 

conference on Science, Ecological agriculture, and forestry 

(IACSEAF) will be also promoted.” 

 

  In the “Sub-Task 6.2.4. Collaboration in the implementation of 

the EU-Africa Research and Innovation Partnership on Food 

and Nutrition Security & Sustainable Agriculture (FNSSA) and 

other organizations”, page 24/25, the following sentence was added 

at the end of the paragraph as per tracks: “The idea to create a joint 

YouTube channel with other consortia under the same call is still in 

auge among the EWA-BELT Consortium. The idea was shared 

among the Project Coordinators under the same call (SFS 35 2019-
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2020). Once we will receive positive feedbacks, a process to define 

a common strategy on how to proceed will be put into action and the 

initiative will be then realized. In addition, the outputs and best 

practices of the EWA-BELT Project have been and will be shared 

with the FNSSA partnership through the joint participation in 

different events such as General Assemblies, or other international 

initiatives. Leaders or representatives of the other consortia under the 

same call (SFS 35 2019-2020) will be invited to attend EWA-BELT 

events to enrich the discussion and benefit from the different 

experiences. Moreover, further strategies will be investigated and 

possibly included in the next CDE Plan”. 
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Executive Summary 

This deliverable presents an updated version of the communication and dissemination strategy of Ewa 

Belt Project covering the period from month 18 to month 36. 

Moreover, this deliverable contains a preliminary version of the exploitation plan of Ewa Belt that will 

be further updated and detailed with the progress of the activities and emerging of further results during 

the Project lifetime. 

 

Project short description  

The EWA-BELT Project aims at developing Sustainable Intensification (SI) of agriculture productions 

in organic, agroforestry and mixed crop and livestock farming systems in 38 study areas of 6 countries 

Ethiopia, Kenya and Tanzania (East Africa) and Burkina Faso, Ghana, Sierra Leone (West Africa). 

The research activities, carried out in Farmer Field Research Units (FFRUs), will address areas 

including marginalized and/or abandoned lands and existing agricultural lands to increase their yield 

potential. Through an integrated participative research, innovative tools (FFRU, ICT, Integrated Pest 

Disease Management - IPDM) and identification and dissemination of best practices, all countries will 

be linked into an interregional East-West African BELT able to reinforce SI in agriculture.  

The project will enhance the current scientific knowledge on the adaptation of new and improved 

traditional crops in different agroecosystems and the impacts of traditional agricultural practices on 

soil health in terms of nutrients, water retention and organic matter content. EWA-BELT will also 

investigate the introduction of innovative and appropriate plant protection technologies in the IPDM 

for key crops and the identification of a set of indicators to be used in the assessment of the SI approach 

impacts taking into account environmental health and, synergically, economic and social aspects.  

The project will introduce highly innovative cost-affordable technologies, to be easily used in the field 

by unskilled personnel. Technical benefits provided by all implemented techniques will be then 

evaluated for their economic effect on farmers and along the value chain. 

Strategic overview and situational analysis  

The principal aim of WP6 is to ensure a good communication of the EWA-BELT Project by defining 

concrete and comprehensive messages towards the target groups, the stakeholders, the general and the 

academic public through relevant and diversified actions and materials. In addition, an effective 
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dissemination and exploitation strategy will be defined to achieve the final goal of the Work Package 

to give visibility to all of the actions of the project and raise awareness around the Sustainable 

Intensification Agriculture in the African farming system. 

The project communication will be goal-driven, in particular oriented to achieve objectives and results. 

A Strategic Communication Plan has been discussed and approved during the first online Kick-Off 

Meeting and set up by a dedicated communication team, namely the Editorial Board (EB), which has 

defined communication objectives in a clear, detailed and measurable way. 

According to the specific characteristics of the project and the Grant Agreement, the communication 

and dissemination activities of EWA-BELT will seek to spread the project activities and results as 

widely as possible.  

During M1 (first month of activity) the Editorial board and the leader of the WP6 have worked on the 

definition of the visual identity of the project, in particular the logo, the communication templates and 

the formalization of an “Editorial Board”. 

• The logo is composed of 4 ears, one green, one blue, one orange and one purple, wrapped up 

in a green-and-purple “belt”. While the ears represent the field of research, the circles stand up 

for the union among the partners and the consortium. 

• The communication templates are diversified according to the different functions they have; a 

specific institutional template is created for the circulation of the project technical reports, 

training materials, and project meeting minutes among project partners through email; another 

template will be used in the social network pages of the EWA-BELT Project. This template 

varies according to the social network where it will be displayed. The “persistent” elements 

will be the font (Oswald) and the colours: similar to the ones of the logo with different gradients 

(see the Appendix below). The website created in the first four months of the project is 

following this template as well, enriched with more elements provided by the partners.  

• The Editorial Board has been formalized in the first months of the Project, with the aim of 

implementing communication activities locally, nationally, and also at the international level, 

through a dedicated communication campaign. The Editorial Board (EB) will be coordinated 

by the leader of the WP6 that will work synergically with the Editorial Correspondents (EC) 

appointed by each partner. The Leader of Task 6.1 will be responsible for general 

communication within the EB, but each correspondent will have the responsibility of 

organizing communication activities locally in each area involved in her/his country. (For the 

Appointments of the EWA-BELT Editorial Board see the Appendix).  

The board will coordinate the flow and quality of information, in order to prepare adequate and on-

time communication materials.  
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All the material will be in English. For the sake of clarity, the official website of the project will be 

both in English and French.  

All the material will be uploaded and made available for free on the project webpage, built as the main 

focus for institutional reference, where people will be able to find the map of the entire communication 

system and the flow of information (official statements, results, events and the phases of the 

advancement of the project). 

The main results will be spread by the Editorial Board on the appropriate medium; in particular, the 

social networks selected are: 

1. Website: ewabelt.eu 

2. Facebook: facebook.com/ewabelt.project 

3. Instagram: instagram.com/ewabelt_project 

4. Twitter: twitter.com/ewabelt_project 

5. LinkedIn: linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt 

6. YouTube:        youtube.com/OCCAM 

According to the GA, key messages will be 

oriented to four main groups of interest: 

academic and scientific field, governments 

and institutions, press and classic media, civil 

society and the general public. An easily 

understandable and non-specialist language 

will be used, in order to make the information 

available to a larger amount of people. 

Innovative communication tools will follow 

a beneficiary-oriented approach: a tailor-

made plan linking specific messages to 

specific audiences via the most appropriate 

channels. 

Contents such as videos, infographics and 

other digital material will be reinforced, 

while printed material will be limited to the 

production of informative material such as brochures, posters, roll-ups, to be used mainly during events 

and conferences. The website and social media networks (Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, Twitter) of 

the project will be the cornerstone for the effectiveness of external communication and will be 

strategically monitored so as to achieve a high impact on the targeted audiences. Social media 

campaigns will be also implemented to maximize their effectiveness. 

http://www.ewabelt.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/ewabelt.project
https://www.facebook.com/ewabelt.project
https://www.instagram.com/ewabelt_project/
https://www.instagram.com/ewabelt_project/
https://twitter.com/ewabelt_project
https://twitter.com/ewabelt_project
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2TF3DtApI_0ix-QrGImhjw
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Task 6.1 Communication activities 
(M4-M48) Lead partner: OCCAM; Participants: (all Partners) 

Objectives  

Specific objective 1  

To promote the actions of the EWA-BELT Project, in particular through the website and social media 

networks that will be the cornerstone for the effectiveness of external communication and will be 

strategically monitored so as to achieve high impact on the targeted audiences. 

Communication objectives: To raise awareness of farmers and technicians from public and private 

companies about the innovations to be adopted for the Sustainable Intensification agriculture in the 

African farming system through their active involvement in the testing phase, exchange visits, 

workshops and final conferences. 

Approach 

• Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube). 

• Publication and presentations of project synopsis and project materials (flyers, brochures and 

videos). 

• Organisation of communication and dissemination events. 

• Storytelling of farmers involved (including written/video interviews). 

• Infographics and short videos about the EWA-BELT Project Key Words (Sustainable 

Agriculture, Agriculture Intensification, Farming Systems, Phytopathology, NUS and others). 

• Organisation of training sessions, workshops, EU-African exchange experiences. 

• Set up of an Interactive Web platform. 

At the beginning of the project, the Editorial Board (EB) together with the Leader of WP6 set up a 

communication plan, actively involving possible project stakeholders. The communication plan 

includes: 

1. A strategic overview 

2. A situation analysis 

3. General overview about Format and Contents on social media 

4. A list of target groups 

5. A timeline 
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1. A strategic overview 

Step 1: Creation of the Editorial Board. During the first months, each partner appointed a 

Correspondent in charge of the organisation and the management of all communication activities at 

local, national and international level. Output: Editorial Board set-up, creation of an email mailing-

list, WhatsApp group and other preferred channels.  

Step 2: Collection-Production-Validation of communication and dissemination materials. 

Several communication and dissemination materials have been and will be collected, produced and 

displayed throughout the entire duration of the project to disseminate the project objectives, 

methodology, approach and results. According to the kind of target groups addressed, the material has 

been and will be adapted using an accessible language and a user-friendly format in order to guarantee 

comprehensiveness and efficacy to the widest audience possible. The accessible languages considered 

for almost all the on-line communications as well as the Communication and Dissemination material 

spread so far are English (Social networks) and French (website). However, the EC of the African 

countries or those in charge often translate communication and dissemination outcomes into local 

languages (e.g. news on local tv and radio campaigns) that also include Swahili, Amharic and 

Vernecular, in addition to English and French. All the correspondents of the EB have contributed and 

will contribute to the collection of multimedia contents, mainly by sending (amatorial) videos and 

images as well as captions or text (to be) displayed on the different social networks according to the 

public. The materials have been and will be uploaded on the project webpage, social network pages, 

and on online shared spaces.  

Output: Communication and dissemination materials. Infographic of the flow of information (Table 

1). 

Table 1 
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Step 3: Social network profiles creation and update. A Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and a LinkedIn 

project accounts have been created by the EB at the beginning of the project. The Leader of WP6 is 

responsible for the constant update of all the social pages and for interacting with web visitors. Social 

networks will guarantee the involvement of project partners and stakeholders in all project activities. 

They will promote discussions about the main issues relating to the project. Concerning YouTube, in 

accordance to the coordinators of the project, we have agreed upon using the already-existing OCCAM 

YouTube channel considering the difficulty in gaining followers on such platform. As a result, project 

videos (conferences, workshops, seminars videos, but also specific illustrative training videos from 

partners) have been and will be uploaded on the aforementioned channel.  

Output: Creation of social network profiles and channels. 

2. A situation analysis 

Why posting on social media? To 

• Increase the success rate of the proposal; 

• Draw the attention of national governments, regional authorities and other public and private 

funding sources to the need for and ultimate benefits of the research; 

• Attract the interest of potential partners; 

• Encourage talented students and scientists to join partner institutes and enterprises; 

• Enhance reputation and visibility at local, national and international levels. 

Moreover, a team working on a Horizon2020 project is called upon to take part in various activities 

that will bring their research to the attention of as many relevant people as possible. What we call here 

“communication” is more than just an additional reporting burden. Europe's future economic growth 

and jobs will necessarily and increasingly come from innovation in products, services and business 

models. With this in mind, communication about European research projects should aim to 

demonstrate the ways in which research and innovation is contributing to a European “Innovation 

Union” and account for public spending by providing tangible proof that collaborative research adds 

value by:  

• Showing how European collaboration has achieved more than would have otherwise been 

possible, notably in achieving scientific excellence, contributing to competitiveness and 

solving societal challenges; 

• Showing how the outcomes are relevant to our everyday lives, by creating jobs, introducing 

novel technologies, or making our lives more comfortable in other ways; 

• Making better use of the results, by ensuring they are taken up by decision-makers to influence 

policymaking and by industry and the scientific community to ensure follow-up. 

Which is the final purpose?  
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To diversify contents; in particular, photos, videos, infographic, small presentations, stories, polls. 

Why should we diversify contents? To 

• Increase outreach – enabling us to join bigger, topic-specific conversations. 

• Capitalise on existing trends – finding emerging hashtags to boost our research with the right 

audience. [EU Grants: H2020 Guidance – Social media guide for EU funded R&I projects: 

V1.1 – 07.01.2020] 

• Consolidate any group content – helping those who took part in an event search for related 

coverage using the event’s hashtag; 

• Encourage interaction – bringing new opinions and views into a discussion about a specific 

topic. 

How? 

By identifying and building our audience. In particular, we have defined, and will continue to do so, 

the target audience we want to reach through social media – e.g. researchers, entrepreneurs, 

policymakers, young people – as the public influences the nature and content of the message to convey. 

As a result, there is a continuous need to: adapt our message to the audience; think of what information 

our intended reader is looking for; provide them with that information; customise the language and 

content to the needs and preferences of the public. All these steps combined have increased, and will 

do, the likelihood of reaching a wider audience, that did and will read and retweet our content, 

expanding our reach.  

What kind of contents? 

Different kind of contents and formats have been and will be displayed on our social media pages as 

well as on our website in order to reach a wider public and to efficiently disseminate the projects 

results. 

 

3. General overview about Format and Contents on social media 

In this paragraph, a general outline of the kinds of content and format that have been and will be used 

throughout the entire duration of the project is presented. 

In this paragraph, the Instagram, Facebook and Twitter formats (to be) published from M1 to (possibly) 

M36 together with an update of the YouTube and LinkedIn strategy are offered (in blue the formats 

uploaded recently and to be uploaded yet throughout M18-M36).  

The EWA-BELT Website has been revised and enriched with photos, videos, descriptions, articles and 

interviews since its creation and will be kept updated throughout the entire duration of the project with 
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new materials delivered by the partners. In blue the possible additions the Leader of WP6 is planning 

to distribute. 

European online resources will be consulted during the entire life of the project. 

Instagram, Twitter and Facebook FORMAT 

FORMAT 1 

DISCOVERING EWA-BELT 

FORMAT 2 

EWA-BELT IN KEY WORDS 

This format had the main purpose of making 

the general public aware about the existence 

of the EWA-BELT Project. In particular, 

different posts, carousels, short video or reels 

were published with the intention to 

disseminate key-messages about the principal 

features of EWA-BELT (WH-Questions). In 

addition, some posts were dedicated to 

European research projects to demonstrate the 

ways in which research and innovation is 

contributing to a European 'Innovation 

Union'. 

The visual identity of the Project Logo, Who 

are the partners, general coordination and 

management of the project, promotion of the 

official Website were uploaded. 

This format had the main purpose of making the 

general public aware about the progression and 

scientific results, in the botanical and agriculture 

fields, of the EWA-BELT Project. The keywords 

were chosen according to the principal WP stated in 

the Grant Agreement and displayed through short 

videos, carousels, posts. 

 

FORMAT 3 

THE ROAD TO SUSTAINABLE 

INTENSIFICATION  

FORMAT 4 

EXPLAINING THE NUS (Neglected Underutilized 

Crop species) 

This format has the main purpose of 

explaining how EWA-BELT will contribute 

to the implementation of the Sustainable 

Intensification Agriculture in the 6 African 

Countries involved in the project. A non-

specific and simplified language has been 

This format has the main purpose of explaining how 

EWA-BELT will contribute to the identification of 

the NUS in the 6 African Countries involved in the 

project. 

In particular, one of the major EWA-BELT study-

focus concerns the use of the so-called Neglected and 

Underutilized crop Species, or NUS. They are 



 

 

14 

 

used to involve young researchers, students as 

well as the general public. 

cultivated plant species that have been used for 

centuries for different purposes, including food, 

fibre, oil or medicinal properties. However, their 

relevance declined over time for several reasons. 

Today they are also referred to as forgotten or smart 

food. Their nutritional traits, culinary values and easy 

adaptation make them a reasonable candidate for 

tackling modern challenges such as food security, 

malnourishment and climate change. EWA-BELT 

will conduct on-field trials to test the performance of 

the most common NUS in Sub-Saharan Africa, such 

as peanuts, cassava, frafra potato, fonio, enset (aka 

false-banana) and teff. 

FORMAT 5 

SUSTAINABLE SOIL MANAGEMENT 

FORMAT 6 

PROMOTION OF PARTNERS AND INTERNAL 

OR EXTERNAL EVENTS 

This format had the main purpose of 

explaining how EWA-BELT has contributed, 

and will do, to the implementation of the 

Sustainable Soil management in the six 

African Countries involved in the project. A 

non-specific and simplified language will be 

used to involve young researchers, students as 

well as the general public. 

This format has been and will be used to promote the 

principal online events that have been and will be 

organized by the Consortium on social media. This 

format has been and will be used also as a follow-up 

of these events to disseminate the principal results 

achieved during the meetings. 

 

 Instagram, Facebook, Twitter’s Formats from M18 to M36 (some of them have been started to be 

displayed from M6) 

FORMAT 7 

PICS FROM THE FIELD 

FORMAT 8 

EWA-BELT x SDGs 

This format has the main purpose of showing 

partners’ activities on the field. Photos, 

videos, short descriptions and interviews have 

been and will be shared to make the public 

This format has been used to promote the SDGs the 

EWABELT Project is involved in, is addressing and 

seeks to achieve.  
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aware of the EWA-BELT Consortium’s 

actions.  

FORMAT 9 

PARTNER’S QUOTES 

FORMAT 10 

PROMOTION OF PARTNERS AND INTERNAL 

OR EXTERNAL EVENTS 

This format will be used to share the main 

results and accomplishments the Project has 

reached and will be reaching. Photos, videos, 

quotes, and description have been and will be 

displayed to describe what kind of 

achievements each partner has reached and 

will reach within the EWA-BELT framework 

and with what kind of resources.  

This format has been and will be used to promote on 

social media the principal online events that have 

been and will be organized by the Consortium. This 

format has been and will be used also as a follow-up 

of these events to disseminate the principal results 

achieved during the meetings.  

FORMAT 11 

BEHIND THE SCENES  

FORMAT 12 

#FOCUSONEWABELT 

Videos, photos and description showing and 

explaining the work EWA-BELT Partners’ 

have done and are doing were uploaded on 

social media as well as on YouTube.  

Photos, videos and description of the results achieved 

and those in progress in the partners’ countries are to 

be published.  
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Twitter  

The same formats of Instagram and Facebook will be, if necessary, reposted on Twitter as well. The 

social media under inquiry will also be used during official events (General Assembly, International 

Conference meetings, EWABELT Session during Infopoverty) to post quotes and live updates. In 

addition, Twitter will be used to adhere to special hashtag campaign promoted by the European Union 

or International Organization (FAO – IFAD – UN) if the subject are coherent with the EWABELT 

project. 

 

LinkedIn 

This social is useful to establish networking connections between the partners and the wider public as 

well as to publish articles and papers. On LinkedIn, EWA-BELT posts have been and will be dedicated 

to promote the Project and increase the visibility of related publications and articles released on 

Scientific magazines as well as to keep professional relations with other project pages. In addition, 

LinkedIn will be used to publish news and updates linked to the EWABELT Website (repost of 

communication through the official EWABELT website link)  

YouTube 

Concerning YouTube, in accordance with the coordinators of the project, it has been agreed upon using 

the already-existing OCCAM YouTube channel considering the difficulty in gaining followers on such 

platform. As a result, project videos (conferences, workshops, seminars videos, but also specific 

illustrative training videos from partners) have been and will be uploaded on the aforementioned 

channel.  

Website 

Homepage: the EWA-BELT website is built upon the interactivity of the Logo; as aforementioned, 

the EWA-BELT Logo is composed by 4 main ears, each ear having a different colour. The four ears 

appearing on the website’s home page open the four main pages (see next). The first ear opens the 

Consortium page, the second one opens the FFRUs page, the third one opens the Work Packages page 

and the last one opens the “Discover EWA-BELT” page, where the dissemination and communication 

material is found. 

Consortium page: this page is dedicated to the overall presentation of the EWA-BELT partners which 

are part of the Consortium; all partners are presented in a detailed way. Photos and images of the 

different work teams have been uploaded to give a “face to the name” and to personalize the 

“consortium image”. This page also presents the principal mission of the project, namely to find better 

solutions on Sustainable Intensification (SI) in agriculture concerning production, soil conservation, 

water management, plant genetics and agroforestry systems; problems related to phytopathology, 
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fungal diseases and food storage represent one of the main challenges. The multilevel activity of the 

partners allows for a multifaceted analysis of relevant problems in East and West Africa. Moreover, 

an exchange experience of best practices and expertise is generated, thus implementing a real belt of 

interchange on sustainable intensification solutions between different agricultural African System. 

In this page there is also an interactive map for localizing the partners and see all the details for 

contacting them. 

FFRUs page: it consists of 3 sections: a) Introduction on Farmers Field Research Units (FFRUs), b) 

Map of the case study areas, c) Critical issues of the Study Areas. The section of the map is interactive. 

By clicking on the map, another page with specific information about each FFRU opens. A FFRU is 

conceived as a learning space, where research, restoration, innovation, demonstration, SI education, 

extension and capacity building (workshops, field visits) are realised. Inside the FFRUs, researchers, 

partners and selected stakeholders (farmers, development agents, representatives of farmers’ union, 

public institutions) exchange inputs, integrate WP-related knowledge, experiment a wide range of 

issues directly and practically on the field (i.e. management of soil fertility and water resources, crop 

variety selection, risk associated with toxic pesticides, etc), in a continuous and mutual exchange 

between tacit and academic knowledge. 

This section is still in progress. It will be completed once the research activity will produce effective 

results (i.e. Google Earth project with all the FFRUs, information, results, etc.).  

The Work package page: EWA-BELT is structured in 7 work packages and 21 tasks providing 57 

Deliverables (including ethics requirements) and 30 Milestones. The WP page illustrates the structure 

of the project. It is divided into two parts; the first part is an introduction regarding the work packages. 

In particular, the EWA-BELT working plan has been developed to achieve the goals of the Call "SFS-

35-2019-2020: Sustainable Intensification in Africa", namely "Scope: A. [2019]: African Farming 

Systems, sustainable intensification pathways (RIA) ". 

The second part concerns each work package. 

Discover EWA-BELT Page: This page contains all the information regarding the communication, 

dissemination, and exploitation of the project. It is divided into four sections. The first section includes 

the latest news concerning the project. In the second section, it will be possible to consult all the 

bibliography used for the creation of the project, but above all the academic publications resulting from 

the research carried out by partners. The third section contains an overview of the social pages, while 

the last section contains the videos and multimedia files concerning the project (e.g. the launch video 

for the 20th Infopoverty World Conference). In this page there is also a direct link to the Cordis page, 

with all the information regarding the EWA-BELT Project. 

Implemented Strategy for the Website from M18 to M36: 
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The website has been and will be enriched with a “Photo gallery” part and Media Corner chart in the 

Homepage. A blog section has been added for event’s press release and short articles. 

From the beginning of M12 until M36, the Editorial Board has decided to implement the Website 

strategy by adding interviews and articles in the Blog page of the Website. These will report Partners’ 

vision, updates, and events’ press release.  

Photos in the “Photo gallery” will be updated on a regularly basis. 

Home page has been and will be enriched with events announcements and Media corner.  

European online Resources: 

As stated in the EU Social Guidelines, there are different European resources that we are planning to 

consult during the life of the Project. In particular, these resources will be used to monitoring the 

European activities, courses, workshops, initiatives where EWABELT could participate. 

• Horizon Magazine: this online magazine presents the latest news and features about thought-

provoking science and innovative research projects funded by the EU. All articles are written 

by independent science journalists and are designed to appeal to both scientists and non-

scientists alike. Stories on the latest EU-funded research together with interviews with leading 

scientists are found in the storage of the platform. Editor e-mail: editorial@horizon-

magazine.eu 

• Project STORY: this platform is about showing the added value storage can bring for a 

flexible, secure and sustainable energy system. The demonstrations therefore compose the key 

activity on which all further analysis builds. Each of the demonstrations brings a different 

technology, context or business case. Together they provide a profound basis to feed into the 

large scale impact analysis. In order to research and demonstrate the impact of introducing 

more storage capacity into the grid, 18 institutions from 8 countries have teamed up to create 

STORY, which is funded by the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme for Research and 

Innovation of the European Union. 

• Research*EU results magazine: monthly regular magazine that highlights the most 

promising project outcomes in a range of domains, with a focus on a particular theme in every 

issue.  

• Futuris Magazine: incorporated in the Euronews channel family, this platform presents the 

latest news about the leading scientific and technological research projects in Europe.  

• OpenAIRE: this platform shifts scholarly communication towards openness and transparency 

and facilitates innovative ways to communicate and monitor research. Many are the objectives 

of the channel; among others, align policies, provide open science services, link research, 

monitor open science, train for open science, build global bridges, facilitate open innovation.  

https://horizon-magazine.eu/content/about-horizon.html
mailto:editorial@horizon-magazine.eu
mailto:editorial@horizon-magazine.eu
http://horizon2020-story.eu/case-studies/
https://cordis.europa.eu/research-eu
https://www.euronews.com/programs/futuris
https://www.openaire.eu/
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4. A list of target groups 

Who has an interest in EWA-BELT’s research? Who would be interested in learning about the project's 

findings? The GA specifies that we need to address several types of publics. In particular:  

• General public 

• Civil Society 

• Academia 

• Public & Private Institutions  

Target 1 – Civil Society and General Public. Among younger people aged 16 to 24 years, almost 9 

in 10 people in the EU participate in social networks (88%). This share ranges from 77% in France 

and 79% in Italy, to 97% in Czechia, Denmark and Croatia. Among older people aged 65 to 74 years, 

almost one fifth (19%) participate in social networks. This share ranges from 8% in Bulgaria and 9% 

in Greece to 46% in Denmark. As for Africa, the countries in Northern and Southern Africa had the 

largest share of social media users in Africa. Western and Eastern Africa follows, with respectively 

10% and 16% of people using social media (source: Statista, January 2021). 

Target 2 – Academia. Social media will not be employed to address scholars and scientists. In case 

there will be a need to connect with some particular institutions, OCCAM’s LinkedIn profile will be 

used. 

Target 3 – Institutions. The majority of institutions, both private and public ones, have some sort of 

social media account. Further, in many cases, social media are the easiest and quickest way to connect 

with other institutions. In addition to social media, we will be using the European Online Resources 

(see above):  

1. Horizon Magazine  

2. Project stories  

3. research*EU results magazine  

4. Newsletters  

5. Futuris Magazine  

6. OpenAIRE  
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The list of target groups is drafted together with a grid populated 

with the names of the target groups and the individuals based on 

their category. The individuals in the upper-right box are the ones 

that project partners should be focusing on. However, project 

partners will also try and adapt their communication activities 

accordingly to try to move the target groups added to the left 

column, to the right column.  

With respect to stakeholders, OCCAM has been identifying those 

that are endogenous to the project, namely the farmers that will be 

involved in the platform. However, external stakeholders will be 

equally taken into consideration. We estimate to create a list enumerating all the stakeholders 

recognized as the projects carries on. 

 

5. A timeline 

During the first year of the project, the Leader of WP6 found it useful to publish contents, both 

permanent posts and stories, on the aforementioned social media twice a week, for the most part. The 

decision was backed up by the necessity to present the EWA-BELT Project, its aims and features to 

the world for the first time.  

WP6 PROJECT 

COMMUNICATION 
RESPONSIBLE PARTNER 

PERIOD OF 

IMPLEMENTATION  

Activity: Creation of Social 

media pages 
OCCAM M3 

Activity 2: Creation of posts 

and templates to spread on 

social media  

OCCAM-UNISS M3 

 

Timeline updated from M18 to M36 

Given the already-established network of contacts, that must be in any case reinforced, Leader of WP6 

agreed upon publishing contents once a week in some period and once in every 10 days in others 

(unless some events are to be promoted immediately), and mostly containing photos, videos and quotes 
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from partners rather than descriptive materials similar to the ones published at the beginning of the 

project. 

Template of the Calendar: post contents on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter and update website with 

new contents (if any) one time per month. All the longer videos published on social media will also be 

uploaded on OCCAM’s YouTube channel.  
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Task 6.2 Dissemination activities 

(M2-M48) Lead partner: UNISS; Participants: (all Partners) 

Support public actors in the making of policies which recognize the effectiveness of the action of 

EWA-BELT Project, in particular at United Nations Level. 

Communication objectives  

• Raise awareness among policy makers about the economic and environmental benefits of the 

project, through the dissemination of the evaluation stage results; 

• Advocate public actors on the strategic policies they can set up in order to foster the 

implementation of innovative approaches in agriculture, through their direct involvement in 

local and interregional thematic round tables and at UN-Level, especially through the 

Infopoverty World Conference, held every year at the UN Headquarters. 

Approach 

• Regional workshops, site tours, interregional round tables, participation in the annual edition 

of the Infopoverty World Conference held at the United Nations Headquarters.  

• Organisation of communication and dissemination events. 

Sub-Task 6.2.1. Project international workshops 

Thematic international workshops will be organized as side events of General Assemblies (GA), at 

least once a year, to deepen technical issues on specific topics that will be previously proposed by the 

consortium members according to the local needs arisen during the Project implementation. Partners 

and Stakeholders’ representatives will attend it. These events will reinforce not only the BELT 

between East and West Africa, but also the commitment of the international community, business 

representatives and public authorities of the involved countries.  

Communication objectives  

• Improve knowledge and know-how exchange between actors of the quadruple helix (research 

bodies, businesses, public authorities, civil society) and other stakeholders, at local, national 

and international level. 

• Improve dialogue between the actors involved in soil management and sustainable 

intensification agriculture at local, national and international level. 

• Create experience sharing spaces among quadruple helix actors on field practices deriving 

from previous and current EU projects. 
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Approach  

• Regional workshops;  

• South-south exchange experiences;  

• Training sessions;  

• On-site visits. 

Sub-Task 6.2.2. Publications 

Publishing on high-ranking open access reviewed international scientific journals to disseminate 

EWA-BELT results will be ensured by partners according to the advancement of project and specific 

subjects of interest. Other educational articles will be published in ad hoc local and regional 

magazines. 

Communication objectives  

• To publish periodical updates of assessments and results of the project.  

Approach  

• Selection of high ranked Scientific newspaper 

Sub-Task 6.2.3. Participation in conferences and events at the African and 

International level 

Partners will participate in several African conferences such as Smart Africa, FT Africa Payments 

Innovation Summit, Women in Tech Africa, Africa Tech Summit Kigali, MEST Africa Summit and 

other events organised by the African Union, the UN and other relevant organizations to disseminate 

project achievements as planned in the Communication. Dissemination and Exploitation Plan. 

Moreover, the participation in Agronomically oriented fora will be promoted among the partners. 

Participation in international conferences related to Food security and agriculture such as Annual 

Global Forum on Agriculture, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD); 

Conference of the party of the UN Convention to combat desertification (UNCCD), International 

Conference on Agriculture, International academic conference on Science, Ecological agriculture, 

and forestry (IACSEAF) will be also promoted. 

Communication objectives  

• Improve knowledge and know-how exchange between actors of the quadruple helix (research 

bodies, businesses, public authorities, civil society) and other stakeholders, at local, national 

and international level. 

• Improve dialogue between the actors involved in soil management and sustainable 

intensification agriculture at local, national and international level. 
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• Create experience sharing spaces among quadruple helix actors on field practices deriving 

from previous and current EU projects.  

Approach  

• Regional workshops;  

• South-south exchange experiences;  

• Training sessions;  

• On-site visits;  

Sub-Task 6.2.4. Collaboration in the implementation of the EU-Africa Research 

and Innovation Partnership on Food and Nutrition Security & Sustainable 

Agriculture (FNSSA) and other organizations 

EWA-BELT outputs and best practices will be shared with projects funded under the same EWA-

BELT topic, and the topics related to SFS-33-2018 and SFS-34-2019 calls in order to contribute to 

maximise the impact of FNSSA. The idea to create a joint YouTube channel with other consortia 

under the same call is still in auge among the EWA-BELT Consortium. The idea was shared among 

the Project Coordinators under the same call (SFS 35 2019-2020). Once we will receive positive 

feedbacks, a process to define a common strategy on how to proceed will be put into action and the 

initiative will be then realized. In addition, the outputs and best practices of the EWA-BELT Project 

have been and will be shared with the FNSSA partnership through the joint participation in different 

events such as General Assemblies, or other international initiatives. Leaders or representatives of 

the other consortia under the same call (SFS 35 2019-2020) will be invited to attend EWA-BELT 

events to enrich the discussion and benefit from the different experiences. Moreover, further strategies 

will be investigated and possibly included in the next CDE Plan. 

 

Sub-Task 6.2.5. EWA-BELT events and final conference 

In the EWA-BELT Project, several events will be organized to contribute, manage the project and 

disseminate its results besides sensitizing public authorities, public, technicians and farmers. In 

addition to the KOM and the final conference, General Assemblies will be held about once a year in 

one of the Project African countries and will involve all the beneficiaries coordinated by the project 

coordinator. National Stakeholder Assemblies (NSA) will be also organized by each African partner 

twice during the project, supported by the Regional Boards, to ensure the broadest base of 

stakeholders at different levels, thus maximizing the impact of the EWA-NELT actions. The NSAs 

will constitute the chance to promote exchanges of information and ideas, discussions on critical 

issues and spread project results. Each NSA will identify at least two representatives of different 
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stakeholders to attend the following General Assembly of the project. This will contribute to realize 

the interregional African BELT able to promote SI and assessing and exchanging best practices and 

experiences among different contexts. Media and press will be involved and publishing material 

distribu
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TABLE 1 - Communication and Dissemination activities (from M18 to M36) 

Specific 

Objective to be 

reached 

through 

Communication 

and 

Dissemination 

Activities 

Approach Tool Displayed Strategy applied Target 

Audience to be 

reached 

KPIs 

Indicator - 

Timeline 

Lead 

Contributors 

Give visibility 

and promote all 

the actions of the 

Project – 

Communication 

activity 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA – 

COMMUNICATION 

ACTIVITIES 

• WEBSITE (ewabelt.eu) 

• INSTAGRAM 

(instagram.com/ewabelt_project) 

• TWITTER 

(twitter.com/ewabelt_project) 

• FACEBOOK 

(facebook.com/ewabelt.project) 

• LINKEDIN 

(linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-

belt)  

WEBSITE 

Constant update of the 

Website with new 

results from partners’ 

project, videos, photos, 

articles, interviews, and 

any additional material 

send by partners 

WEBSITE 

General public, 

Civil Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions; 

agro-food 

actors; 

N. of 

visitors per 

year 

N. of 

followers at 

the end of 

the projects 

– From  

Website 

timeline: 

OCCAM is in 

charge of 

creating and 

publishing all 

the posts and 

communication 

on EWABELT 

Social Media 

accounts. EB 

Correspondents 

are often 

http://www.ewabelt.eu/
https://www.instagram.com/ewabelt_project/
https://www.instagram.com/ewabelt_project/
https://twitter.com/ewabelt_project
https://twitter.com/ewabelt_project
https://www.facebook.com/ewabelt.project
https://www.facebook.com/ewabelt.project
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/


 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• YOUTUBE 

(youtube.com/OCCAM 

INSTAGRAM – 

FACEBOOK  

Formats (Pics from the 

field; EWA-BELT X 

SDGs; Partner’s quotes; 

Behind the scenes; 

Focus on EWA-BELT; 

Promotion of events) 

are displayed to clarify 

with images, 

infographics, and a non-

specific language the 

main results, events, 

peculiarities of the 

EWABELT Project 

TWITTER 

It will be used in 

specific occasion, such 

as EWA-BELT events, 

General Assembly and 

EWA-BELT during the 

Infopoverty World 

technology 

providers; 

research 

centres; end-

users (farmers 

and farmers’ 

associations); 

public 

administration 

(EU and 

African 

countries); 

policy makers; 

enterprises; 

NGOs; Sectoral 

Agency; 

International 

Organizations; 

General public  

INSTAGRAM, 

FACEBOOK 

Contents 

and updated 

will be 

published 

from M6 to 

M36 once a 

month 

Facebook, 

Instagram 

timeline: 

EWABELT 

posts and 

social media 

content will 

be published 

on the 

official 

channels 

Once every 

10 days 

(unless in 

special 

occasion) 

invited to 

repost on their 

institutional 

accounts and 

they are 

sometimes 

involved in the 

content 

creation 

(caption, test, 

copyrighting)  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2TF3DtApI_0ix-QrGImhjw
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Conference or for 

adhering to special 

hashtag campaign 

promoted by the 

European Union or 

International 

Organization (FAO – 

IFAD – UN) if the 

subject are coherent 

with the EWABELT 

project. 

LINKEDIN 

Used to give visibility 

to all the research and 

publications published 

on scientific and 

specialised magazine 

and for maintaining 

contacts with the 

partner’s network. 

LinkedIn will be also 

used to published news 

and updates linked to 

and 

YOUTUBE 

General public, 

Civil Society, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

TWITTER 

General public, 

Civil Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

LINKEDIN 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twitter 

timeline: 

tweets will 

be displayed 

in special 

occasion 

(events or 

hashtag 

campaigns) 

LinkedIn 

timeline: 

Posts on 

Linkedin 

will be 
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the EWABELT 

Website 

YOUTUBE  

In accordance with the 

coordinators of the 

Project, OCCAM’s 

YouTube channel will 

be employed to upload 

longer videos showing 

and explaining what the 

partners are concretely 

doing within the EWA-

BELT framework as 

well as to post any 

videos or audio-visual 

material that is 

informative of the 

activities promoted in 

the context of EWA-

BELT.  

 published 

sporadically 

 

YouTube 

timeline: 

sporadic 

publication 
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Raise awareness 

on Sustainable 

intensification of 

Agriculture and 

on African 

farming systems 

– 

Communication 

activity 

SOCIAL MEDIA – 

Communication 

activities 

Website, Instagram WEBSITE: 

WPs description, 

photos and articles will 

be devoted to raise 

awareness on 

Sustainable 

intensification and 

African farming 

systems through videos 

and photos 

INSTAGRAM, 

FACEBOOK 

A series of posts are 

published to explain the 

Sustainable 

intensification keyword 

through the formats 

“Partner’s quote, 

Behind the scenes and 

#focusonEWABELT”. 

 

WEBSITE 

General public, 

Civil Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

INSTAGRAM 

and 

FACEBOOK 

General public, 

Civil Society, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

 

N. of 

visitors per 

year (at least 

300 users 

interested in 

SI and 

African 

farming 

system 

based on 

previous 

experience) 

N. of 

followers at 

the end of 

the projects 

(around 300 

follower 

interested in 

SI and 

African 

farming 

system 

OCCAM is in 

charge of 

creating and 

publishing all 

the posts and 

communication 

on EWABELT 

Social Media 

accounts. EB 

Correspondents 

are often 

invited to 

repost on their 

institutional 

account and 

they are 

sometimes 

involved in the 

content 

creation 

(caption, test, 

copyrighting)  
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among the 

community) 

Spread Projects 

activities and 

results – 

Dissemination 

activities 

SOCIAL MEDIA – 

Dissemination 

activities 

• WEBSITE (ewabelt.eu) 

• INSTAGRAM 

(instagram.com/ewabelt_project) 

• TWITTER 

(twitter.com/ewabelt_project) 

• FACEBOOK 

(facebook.com/ewabelt.project) 

• LINKEDIN 

(linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-

belt)  

• YOUTUBE 

(youtube.com/OCCAM 

Periodic publication of 

EWABELT’s results 

and activities. On 

Instagram and 

Facebook through the 

format “Partner’s 

quotes and Focus on 

EWABELT”, on the 

website through the 

publication of articles, 

interviews, and press 

releases, LinkedIn: 

publication of paper and 

project group works, 

Twitter through tweets 

on some results and 

news 

General public, 

Civil Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

 

N. of 

visitors per 

year on the 

Website and 

Social 

media (300 

at least 

interested in 

participating 

in our events 

according to 

past 

experience) 

 

OCCAM and 

UNISS will 

monitored the 

events 

organized and 

communicate 

the possible 

participation to 

others partners 

http://www.ewabelt.eu/
https://www.instagram.com/ewabelt_project/
https://www.instagram.com/ewabelt_project/
https://twitter.com/ewabelt_project
https://twitter.com/ewabelt_project
https://www.facebook.com/ewabelt.project
https://www.facebook.com/ewabelt.project
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/ewa-belt/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2TF3DtApI_0ix-QrGImhjw
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Spread Projects 

activities and 

results 

 

 

Give visibility 

and promote all 

the actions of 

the Project 

 

EVENTS 

(Communication and 

Dissemination of 

activities) 

Organization of 

conferences/workshops/ 

seminars online, or in 

presence where possible  

1. Organization of 

a special session 

of Infopoverty 

World 

Conference 

(2022-2023 

Editions) 

dedicated to 

present the main 

results of 

EWABELT 

project  

General 

public, Civil 

Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions, 

Policy makers  

 

N. 4 Info poverty 

Editions (2020 & 

2021 already 

done; 2022; 2023 

editions to be 

organized) 

 

 

OCCAM in 

charge of 

organization of 

the Infopoverty 

world 

conference, 

contribution 

from other 

Partners 
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Improve 

knowledge and 

know how 

exchange 

among different 

stakeholder’s 

research 

bodies, 

businesses, 

public 

authorities, 

civil society) 

2. Organization of 

thematic 

international 

workshops (task 

6.2.1) as side event 

of the General 

Assemblies. 

 

Academia and 

specialized 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

 

N. 4 events in 

total along the 

duration of the 

Project (one 

already done in 

2021 on 

“Neglected and 

Under Utilized 

Species” and 

leaded by 

CIRAD and 

IRD) 

Project Partners 

according to the 

topic 
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and other 

stakeholders, at 

local, national 

and 

international 

level on 

Sustainable 

Intensification 

3. Organization of 

the General 

Assembly of the 

Project  

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions, 

civil society 

N. 4 General 

Assemblies 

(approx. one per 

year) 

UNISS 
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in small holder 

Agriculture 
4. Organization of 

National 

Stakeholder 

Assembly in the 6 

African Partner 

Countries 

Civil society, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions, 

Policy makers  

 

 

At least 2 

National 

Assemblies per 

country along the 

whole duration 

of the Project (n. 

12 National 

Stakeholders 

Assemblies) 

African Partners 

EVENTs  Participation in other  

events on the themes of 

1. Participation in 

European 

General 

public, Civil 

At least n. 1 

events at EU 

Consortium 
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Spread Projects 

activities and 

results 

 

 

Give visibility 

and promote all 

the actions of 

the Project 

Improve 

dialogue 

between the 

actors involved 

in soil 

management 

and sustainable 

intensification 

agriculture  

(COMMUNICATION, 

DISSEMINATION) 

Sustainability, 

Agriculture, Food 

security, Sustainable 

Intensification and 

related topics (online or 

in presence where 

possible) 

Commission 

Events, if 

invited to 

participate 

 

 

Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions, 

Policy makers  

  

 

commission 

level 

2. Participation in 

UN agencies, 

African or other 

International 

Organizations 

events and 

initiatives 

related to 

Agriculture, 

Sustainable 

Intensification, 

Civil Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions, 

Policy makers  

  

 

At least n. 2 

events during 

project lifetime 

UNISS and 

other Project 

Consortium 

Partners 
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Create 

experience 

sharing spaces 

among 

quadruple helix 

actors on field 

practices 

deriving from 

previous and 

current EU 

projects 

etc. (FAO food 

dialogue, etc.). 

3. Participation in 

events related to 

EU-Africa 

Research and 

innovation 

Partnership on 

Food and 

Nutrition 

Security & 

Sustainable 

Agriculture  

(FNSSA) or 

promoted by 

other 

organizations 

within the call 

Horizon 2020 

SFS-35-2019-

2020 if invited 

Civil Society, 

Academia, 

Public & 

Private 

Institutions  

 

At least n. 3 

events during the 

Project duration 

UNISS and 

other Project 

Consortium 

Partners 
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to participate 

(Task 6.2.4) 

4. Participation in 

Scientific 

Conferences to 

present EWA 

BELT research 

activities and 

results 

Research and 

Academia 

At least one 

participation per 

year  

Consortium 

Research 

Partners 

Disseminate 

periodical 

updates of the 

Project main 

research within 

the scientific 

community  

ARTICLES AND 

PAPERS 

(DISSEMINATION 

and 

EXPLOITAITION) 

Selection of journal Publication of 

papers on high-

ranking open access 

reviewed 

international 

scientific journals 

Research and 

Academia 

N.15 

publications in 

total 

All Partners 

Raise 

awareness on 

Sustainable 

POLICY PAPER  Draft of a policy 

paper to describe 

how the innovations 

Policy makers 

and 

Authorities 

N. 1 policy paper 

shared through 

different 

 CRANFIELD 

with the 
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intensification 

Agriculture 

technologies 

(DISSEMINATION 

&EXPLOITATION) 

for sustainable 

intensification in 

Agriculture, 

examined in the 

project can be 

supported through 

bottom-up 

initiatives. 

communication 

channels and 

international for 

a at month 46 

collaboration of 

African partners 
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Preliminary Exploitation Plan of Ewa Belt Project from M18 to M36 

The present exploitation plan gives an overview of the strategy that will be implemented to make use 

of the main exploitable results of EWA BELT Project at European and African level, as well as at 

national or regional level. The results are produced under seven work packages (WPs) during 48 

months of the Project. The key exploitable results (KER) will be used or have the potential to be used 

and applied a for societal, scientific and economic purposes. The socio-economic, political, scientific 

impact of the KER will be evaluated based on two different stages of actions: one that will be 

internal/local by taking into consideration the partners of the Consortium and the other one external 

by involving governmental, international, private and scientific realities so to have a comprehensive 

impact in all the Sub-Saharan African region and Europe.  

For the analysis of exploitable results and activities the role of each organization’s contribution will 

be taken into consideration for the generation of the KERs as well as the WPs involved, and the 

following terminologies and definitions will be used as reported in the following table:  

Terminologies  Definition  

Project outcomes or 

outputs  

Project results that have been co-developed as outcomes of the project WPs and 

tasks. These outcomes are divided into three groups: tangible tools or applied and 

validated methods; activities carried out by the project partners and in the FFRUs 

with an objective to produce change, disseminate or validate project results through 

stakeholder and public engagement; and Product or service created within the activity 

of the project.  

Exploitation of 

results (strategy) 

A structured process in which project results (i.e., tools and methods, activities, 

partnerships) are used and reused by different end-users to serve their specific 

purposes with or without the support of the original designers of the results.  

Key Exploitable Results 

(KERs)  

These results have higher potential for exploitation in a self-sustainable manner by 

different end-users who might or might not have been involved in the development of 

the results themselves. The exploitation of KERs is seen within the duration and 

beyond EWABELT.  

Self- sustainability of 

project outcomes (period) 

The expected impact of the KER will be evaluated, among other indicators, on the 

aptitude of the results to be independently used by end-users beyond the support of 

the EWABELT partners in the short and long period.  

Socio-economic or 

scientific or policy related 

impact of outcomes  

The social, economic, scientific and policy related effect or possible positive or 

negative changes that the results or outcomes of EWABELT have had and can have 

at a micro and macro levels (considering indicators already displayed in different 

WPs) 

Target Groups People, institutions, categories who will benefit from the KER 
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TABLE 2-FIRST DRAFT OF EWA BELT EXPLOITATION PLAN 

The following table contains a first draft of the exploitation plan of the main results of EWA-BELT and it will be updated, revised and enriched 

according to the progress and emerging results and by considering relevant changes in the stakeholders and work contexts during the Project lifetime.  

 

Key Exploitable 

Result (KER) 

 

Work 

package 

involved 

for the 

KER 

Role of each organization 

contributing to the 

generation of KER  

Expected impact of the KER  

 

Impact 

level 

(high, 

mediu

m, low) 

Main target 

group 

(users): 

 

Possible Strategy 

of exploitation 

(How the KER 

can/ will be 

exploited?) 

 

Scale of 

exploitation 

In the short and 

long term 

 

WP2:  Traditional and innovative agricultural practices  

  

FONIO landrace 

tested and 

recommended 

GAPs to improve 

Fonio production 

 

WP2 KDC is evaluating 4 Fonio 

landraces (Nnamba, 

Wagadogu, Namba, 

Nfonikapa) across 4 

project sites in Ghana to 

identify the best 

performing Landrace. 

Nfonikpa is found to be the 

best landrace in terms of 

yield. 

 

Scientific:  

New high performing Fonio 

landrace selected 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers’ farm yield and output 

will be improved when 

adopted and the utilization 

may also increase. This will 

improve farm household 

income. Fonio is also very 

good for diabetic patience. 

Medium Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

 

Workshops  

Across the four 

study sites (short 

term) and the 5 

northern regions of 

Ghana where Fonio 

can be grown for 

the long term.  
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Neem seed oil 

extract as bio-

pesticides to control 

field pests on 

cowpea 

WP2 KDC is carrying out field 

evaluation of neem seed 

oil and securidacca root 

extract as bio-pesticides to 

control field pests on 

cowpea. Neem seed oil 

was found to be a better 

bio-pesticide in controlling 

cowpea pest. 

Scientific:  

New approach using bio-

pesticide to control cowpea 

pest on the field confirmed 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm output lost as a 

result of pest infestation will 

be minimised, hence increase 

farm output and farm 

household income 

High Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

Across the four 

study sites (short 

term) and the 

regions of Ghana 

where cowpea can 

be grown in the 

long term 

Integrated Soil 

Fertility 

Management 

(ISFM)  

WP2 KDC is evaluating 

Integrated Soil Fertility 

Management (ISFM) 

options, a combination of 

organic and in-organic 

fertilizers, KDC and the 

stakeholders found that 

3t/ha of organic fertilizer 

and half the rate of 

recommended fertilizers 

(125kg/ha (NPK) and 

62.5kg/ha (Ammonia) 

gave higher yields at all 

the sites (FFRU) 

Scientific:  

New technique to manage poor 

soil fertility in Ghana validated 

in the study sites 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm yield and output 

will be improved when 

adopted. This will also 

improve farm household 

income 

High Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

 

Workshops  

 

Across the five 

northern regions in 

the short term and 

in Ghana in the long 

term where low soil 

fertility is a big 

challenge  

Bunding using 

either stone or earth 

WP2 KDC has evaluated 

bunding technique (stone 

and earth) as against no 

bunding and found that 

each of the bunded fields 

increased maize yields 

Scientific:  

New technique to manage soil 

fertility and water in Ghana  

 

Societal and economic:  

High Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

Across the five 

northern regions in 

the short term and 

the whole of Ghana 

in the long term 

where low fertility 
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higher than the non-

bunded fields in all the 4 

sites forming the FFRU of 

Ghana. 

Farmers farm yield and output 

will be improved when 

adopted 

is a big challenge 

and also poor low 

rainfall  

Agromorphological 

and genomic 

characterisation and 

evaluation of 

Ghanaian and 

introduced fonio 

accessions or yield 

and related traits 

WP2 CSIR-SARI has assembled 

178 local accessions from 

fonio growing districts in 

Northern Ghana. 

Agromorphological 

characterisation will be 

carried out on these 

genotypes after which 

nutrient profiling will be 

done to identify accessions 

that are rich in essential 

minerals and nutrients for 

further studies.  

Scientific:  

It is expected that fonio 

accessions that are rich in 

nutrients will be identified for 

further studies towards release 

 

Societal and economic:  

Increase farm output and 

income. Consumers will also 

benefit from rich essential 

nutrients to boost their health 

Medium Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers. 

Demonstrations 

will be established 

on the new 

varieties to 

enhance their 

visibility. 

 

Farmer Field 

Schools. This 

would be carried 

out in the FFRUs 

This will piloted in 

the case study areas 

of the FFRUs in 

Ghana. It would 

then be extended to 

other parts of the 

country in due 

course 

Improved varieties 

of Frafra potatoes 

demonstrated 

WP2 CSIR-SARI: Five 

improved varieties of 

frafra potatoes have been 

released by CSIR-SARI 

for cultivation by farmers. 

This activity sought to 

introduce these varieties to 

farmers to enable them to 

select the variety that 

meets their preferences. 

Scientific:  

New competitive varieties 

identified  

 

Societal and economic:  

Increase access of these 

varieties, farm household 

income enhanced. Increase 

participation of the youth and 

women since it is more 

attractive to them 

Medium  Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Processors 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and establish 

innovation 

platforms  

In new communities 

within the case 

study areas in 

Upper East and 

North East regions 

of Ghana and also 

introduce the crop 

to the Northern 

region 

Integrated soil 

fertility 

management 

WP2 
CSIR-SARI is exploiting 

insitu rainwater and 

Scientific:  

New technique to improve 

insitu rain water harvesting 

High  Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

Establish 

demonstrations 

and establish 

In two case study 

areas in Upper East 

and North East 
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practices for millet 

and sorghum 

intergrated nutrient 

management practices and 

their effect on soil 

properties and the 

performance of Pearl 

Millet and Sorghum in the 

Savannah agroecologies of 

northern Ghana.  

Determining the effect of 

different intervals of cross-

tie ridges on the soil 

physico-chemical and 

hydraulic as well as on the 

growth and yield of 

sorghum and millet in the 

Savanna agro-ecologies of 

northern Ghana. 

identified and validated and 

also new soil fertility package 

developed for sorghum and 

millet to manage poor soil 

fertility in sorghum and millet 

growing areas in Ghana 

Societal and economic:  

This will cause farmers to 

increase their yield per unit 

area, increase their income and 

improve their livelihood 

 

Consumers. 

innovation 

platforms  

regions of Ghana 

where sorghum is 

cultivated on large 

scale 

Intercropping 

cowpea and cassava 

for improved 

productivity and 

land utilisation 

WP2 CSIR-SARI: is assessing 

the effect of intercropping 

cowpea and cassava for 

efficient weed 

management and improved 

productivity of cassava and 

efficient land utilization  

Scientific:  

New approach of managing 

weeds in cassava fields within 

the first three months. It will 

also improve the soil fertility 

due to the ability of the 

cowpea to fix atmospheric 

nitrogen. The cowpea also 

serves as cover crops that will 

minimise erosion in cassava 

famers before the canopy 

closes 

 

Societal and economic:  

Medium  Scientists,  

 

Farmers. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and establish 

innovation 

platforms  

In cassava growing 

communities within 

the case study areas 

of Ghana 
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Farmers will earn additional 

income through the sale of the 

cowpea.  Household income 

will be increased. 

DPSIR Framework 

(Driving Forces-

Pressures-State-

Impacts-Responses) 

WP2 AUTH: will develop the 

DPSIR framework (a 

useful water resources 

management tool) in the 

selected case study areas in 

Tanzania, Kenya, Ghana 

and Burkina Faso. 

 

UNB, CSIR-SARI, KDC, 

UoN, TARI: will 

collaborate with AUTH in 

the development of the 

framework. They will 

provide data for the area. 

They will test and validate 

the framework. 

Scientific:  

it is a tool that supports the 

decision-making process for 

the managers and the 

authorities.  

 

Societal and economics:  

it incorporates societal and 

economic factors in water 

management providing 

solutions and policies that 

enhance farmers' income, 

stakeholders' participation in 

water governance and 

environmental sustainability 

High Competent 

Authorities,  

 

Scientists,  

 

Farmers. 

African partners 

can develop 

brochures to 

disseminate 

DPSIR framework 

results or to 

upload them on 

web pages.  They 

can also present 

results in national 

and international 

workshops and 

conferences 

EWA BELT case 

study areas in the 

short term.  

In other areas in the 

long term.  

Development of 

drought tolerant 

Lablab (Lablab 

purpures)  

WP2 TARI in Collaboration 

with NM-AIST  

Evaluation of 12 (10 best 

drought tolerant accessions 

and 2 susceptible) selected 

landraces across three 

drought environment (3 

sites) in Northern Tanzania 

to identify best performing 

landrace. Lablab landraces 

recommded to be drought 

Scientific:  

New drought tolerant lablab 

landraces selected 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm yield and output 

will be improved when 

adopted and the utilization 

may also increase. This will 

improve farm household 

income. Lablab is also 

Medium Scientists,  

Farmers,  

 

Consumers,  

 

Postgraduate 

Students. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

 

Workshops  

Evaluated across 

the three study sites 

(short term) and 

later on candidate 

landraces 

recommended for 

further participatory 

assessment with 

farmers within the 

FFRUs (Northern 

Tanzania) and other 
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tolerant and higher 

yielding are D147, HA4, 

D349, D359 and D311 

while the recommded 

checks (lablab genotypes 

grown by farmers) are 

D348 and D363. 

considered both a food and 

cash crop; a good source of 

protein (23.90g), dietary fibre 

(25.6g), Thiamine (1.130mg), 

sodium (21mg); used for Soil 

conservation and as animal 

feed.  

regions of Tanzania 

where lablab can be 

grown for the long 

term.  

Genomic studies of 

adaptive traits in the 

crops  

WP2 TARI: Establishing 

molecular basis for 

drought tolerance of 

selected genotypes. 10 

drought tolerant and 10 

drought susceptible 

accessions established 

from the second 

experiment were screened 

for 25 general DNA 

markers established from 

Lablab. Poor results were 

obtained as markers as per 

present study were just 

general markers 

established from Lablab 

and therefore had little 

output compared to the one 

that would have been 

established from genomic 

studies. 

Scientific:  

New drought tolerant lablab 

landraces selected. 

 

Societal and economic: 

Omics technologies for 

instance; genome wide 

association and genomic 

sequencing would have 

comparative better outputs in 

drought tolerance in lablab. 

Medium Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers,  

 

Postgraduate 

Students. 

Collaborating with 

other scientist 

within the EWA-

BELT project to 

capacitate and 

utilize their 

laboratories for 

genomic works 

 

Genomic 

Workshops  

 

Evaluated across 

the three study sites 

(short term) and 

later on candidate 

landraces 

recommended for 

further participatory 

assessment with 

farmers within the 

FFRUs (Northern 

Tanzania) and other 

regions of Tanzania 

where lablab can be 

grown for the long 

term. 

Land recovery WP2 TARI in Collaboration 

with NM-AIST (PhD 

student) worked on 

Scientific:  

New technique of using cover 

crops and grass strips to 

High Scientists,  

 

Farmers,  

Establish 

experiment, 

demonstrations 

Across the two sites 

within FFRU in 

Northern Tanzania 
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restoration of degraded 

land in Monduli and 

Arusha dc. The following 

activities were carried out; 

1) Identification and 

mapping of abandoned 

land 

2) Biophysical 

Assessment using 

LDSF approach was 

carried out in Monduli 

Juu and 

Lekamba/Mussa sites 

(Soil samples were 

collected for physio-

chemical analysis and 

Vegetation types 

Identified) 

3) Soil profile description 

and classification  

4) Setting up of runoff 

plot experiment for 

restoration of degraded 

land and testing of 

various cover crops and 

grass strips for 

controlling soil erosion.  

 

Preliminary results on 

soil physio-chemical 

analysis; rate of soil 

control soil erosion  in 

Tanzania is tested in the study 

sites 

 

Societal and economic:  

Degraded lands recovered for 

agricultural, grazing and other 

societal use. Area for 

cultivation increased enabling 

farmers to produce more crops. 

This will also improve 

household income.  

 

Consumers,  

 

Postgraduate 

Students  

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools,  

Training and 

Workshops 

 

in the short term 

and then scaled out 

or validated to other 

regions of Tanzania 

where land 

degradation is a big 

challenge. 
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erosion under these 

degraded lands and the 

best cover crop that 

controls soil erosion are 

expected to be out by 

June 2022. 

Sustainable soil 

management 

(Integrated Soil 

Fertility 

Management 

(ISFM) 

WP2 TARI conducted an on-

station trial to evaluate an 

Integrated Soil Fertility 

Management (ISFM) 

options, a combination of 

organic (vermicompost) 

and inorganic fertilizers 

(NPK), TARI found that  

2.4 t/ha of organic 

fertilizer (Vermicompost) 

and double rate of 

recommended fertilizer 80 

kg/ha NPK gave higher 

yields of common bean.  

 

Preliminary results on 

the effects of integrated 

use of organic and 

inorganic fertilizers are 

expected to be out by 

June 2022. 

Scientific:  

New technique to manage poor 

soil fertility in Tanzania 

validated in the study sites 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm yield and output 

will be improved when 

adopted. This will also 

improve farm productivity and 

hence household income 

High Scientist,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers  

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

 

Workshops  

 

Across the two sites 

within FFRU in 

Northern Tanzania 

in the short term 

and then  scaled out 

to other regions of 

Tanzania where low 

soil fertility is a big 

challenge  

Sustainable water 

management 

(effects of different 

WP2 TARI conducted an on-

station trial to evaluate the 

effects of different organic 

mulching materials on 

Scientific:  

New technique to manage poor 

soil fertility in Tanzania is 

tested in the study sites 

High Scientist,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Across the two sites 

within FFRU in 

Northern Tanzania 

in the short term 
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organic mulching 

materials on Maize) 

Maize (Zea Mays L.) crop 

Performance.  TARI found 

organic mulches 

significantly influenced 

increase in plant height 

and suppressing weeds 

throughout different plant 

growth stages. Results 

indicate that higher grain 

yields to be recorded under 

Sawdust mulch followed 

by Thithonia leaves while 

the lowest values of the 

aforementioned parameters 

were obtained under the 

control (No mulch).  

 

Preliminary results on 

the effects of tillage 

practices and integrated 

use of organic and 

inorganic fertilizers are 

expected to be out by 

June 2022. 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm yield and output 

will be improved when 

adopted. This will also 

improve farm productivity and 

hence household income 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consumers  Farmer Field 

Schools 

 

Workshops  

 

and then scaled out 

/ validated to other 

regions of Tanzania 

where low soil 

fertility is a big 

challenge  

Sustainable water 

management 

(effects of tillage 

practices on soil 

moisture 

conservation and 

Integrated Soil 

WP2 TARI in collaboration with 

stakeholders (farmers and 

extension officers) is 

currently carrying out an 

on-farm trial to evaluate 

the effects of tillage 

practices on soil moisture 

Scientific:  

New techniques to manage 

moisture/water and soil 

fertility in Tanzania tested and 

validated in the study sites 

 

Societal and economic:  

High Scientist,  

 

Farmers,  

 

Consumers  

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

 

Workshops  

Across the two sites 

within FFRU in 

Northern Tanzania 

in the short term 

and then scaled out 

/ validated to other 

regions of Tanzania 
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Fertility 

Management 

(ISFM) options) 

conservation and 

Integrated Soil Fertility 

Management (ISFM) 

options, a combination of 

organic (Farmyard 

manure) and inorganic 

fertilizers in Monduli 

District, Northern 

Tanzania.  

 

Preliminary results on 

the effects of tillage 

practices and integrated 

use of organic and 

inorganic fertilizers are 

expected to be out by 

June 

Farmers’ farm yield and output 

will be improved when these 

technologies adopted. This will 

also improve farm productivity 

and hence household income 

generation. 

 where low soil 

fertility is a big 

challenge  

Cost-effective 

technical 

improvements on 

traditional water 

harvesting 

techniques 

WP2 NRD-UNISS will develop 

the experimental activities 

on the field in selected 

study areas in Burkina-

Faso, Ghana and Tanzania. 

ACRA, KDC, CSIR-SARI 

and TARI will collaborate 

with NRD-UNISS in the 

trials 

Societal and economics:  

These technical improvements 

could imply the increase in the 

crop yields and the farmers’ 

income 

High Farmers,  

 

Technicians 

who provide 

technical 

assistance to 

farmers 

African partners 

can produce 

leaflets and/or 

posters to 

disseminate the 

technical 

improvements 

proposed among 

farmers in rural 

areas. 

 

Results can also 

disseminate in 

national and 

In the areas located 

close to the 

experimental fields. 

In other areas of the 

target African 

countries where 

similar traditional 

water harvesting 

techniques are 

practiced 
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international 

workshops and 

conferences 

 

Enhancing sorghum 

yield in cotton-

cereals based 

farming systems 

 

WP2 UNB and INERA have 

developed data protocol 

for settling the trial, 

selection of farmers for 

conducting FFRU,  

Scientific: 

Development of options for 

sustainable sorghum 

production, 

 

Social and economic: 

Bring back and improving 

sorghum yield in cotton-cereal 

based farming systems. 

 

Improve sorghum stalk 

production for animal feed at 

the household level. 

High Farmers in 

the study 

areas, 

 

Training 

institutions 

(use of the 

results as 

didactic 

tools), 

 

Students 

(engineers 

and doctoral 

students) for 

drafting 

theses. 

Scientific 

publications; 

 

Communication at 

national and 

international 

scientific 

meetings; 

 

Development of 

flyers for public 

used 

In the investigation 

sites of the EWA-

BELT project 

during the 

implementation of 

the project 

 

In the medium and 

long terms in 

similar farming 

systems in Africa 

Maintaning soil 

fertility and 

bringing back 

degraded lands in 

farming systems by 

using biochar and 

co-compost in 

cotton cropping 

soils 

 

WP2 UNB and INERA have 

developed data protocol 

for settling the trial, 

selection of farmers for 

conducting FFRU.  They 

will analyse the efficiency 

of biochar and co-compost 

as well as the dynamics of 

soil carbon 

 

Scientific: 

Improvement of soil fertility 

and its carbons storage 

capacity 

  

Enhancing nutrients cycling in 

the farming systems by 

efficient use of crops residues 

 

Social and economic:  

High Farmers in 

the study 

areas, 

 

Training 

institutions 

(use of the 

results as 

didactic tools) 

 

Scientific 

publications; 

 

Communication at 

national and 

international 

scientific 

meetings; 

 

In the investigation 

sites of the EWA-

BELT project 

during the 

implementation of 

the project 

 

In the medium and 

long terms in 
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Enhancing crops productivity 

and farmers ‘incomes. 

 

Addressing food security 

Students 

(engineers 

and doctoral 

students) for 

drafting 

theses. 

Development of 

flyers for public 

used 

similar farming 

systems in Africa 

Crops 

diversification and 

its effects on soil 

nutrients content 

and soil physical 

properties   

 

WP2 UNB and INERA have 

developed data protocol 

for settling the trial, 

selection of farmers for 

conducting FFRU, 

Scientific: 

Improvement of soil nitrogen 

content; 

 

Improvement of cotton-cereal 

and legume based cropping 

system sustainability 

 

Socio-economic: 

Diversification of food for 

household and   improvement 

of the forage quality for the 

animals 

 

Avoiding crops failures 

 

Improving household income 

 

Ensuring food security 

High armers in the 

study areas, 

 

Training 

institutions 

(use of the 

results as 

didactic tools) 

 

Students 

(engineers 

and doctoral 

students) for 

drafting 

theses. 

Scientific 

publications; 

 

Communication at 

national and 

international 

scientific 

meetings; 

 

Development of 

flyers for public 

used 

In the investigation 

sites of the EWA-

BELT project 

during the 

implementation of 

the project 

 

In the medium and 

long terms in 

similar farming 

systems in Africa 

Agri-livestock 

integration in the 

farming  contexts of 

the western cotton 

zone of Burkina 

Faso 

WP2 UNB and INERA Scientific: 

Characterization and 

improvement of crops-

livestock integration 

 

High armers in the 

study areas, 

 

Training 

institutions 

(use of the 

Scientific 

publications; 

 

Communication at 

national and 

international 

In the investigation 

sites of the EWA-

BELT project 

during the 

implementation of 

the project 
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 Development of tools for 

sustainable intergradation of 

livestock into the existing 

farming systems 

 

Social and economic: 

Preventing conflicts related to 

the use of natural resources;  

  

Increasing the availability of 

manure for soil amendment 

 

Reduce crops production cost 

related to  the purchase of 

fertilizers  

results as 

didactic tools) 

 

Students 

(engineers 

and doctoral 

students) for 

drafting 

theses. 

scientific 

meetings; 

 

Development of 

flyers for public 

used 

 

In the medium and 

long terms in 

similar farming 

systems in Africa 

Agri-livestock 

Integrated 

management. 

WP 2.3 
 

 

The introduction of UNIMAK 

organized system; by 

combining both crops and 

livestock production activities 

in the same piece of land of 

the farmer to enable him/her 

maintain the same land 

continuous productivity 

(sedentary system of 

farming) to avoid the 

erroneous  shifting 

cultivation; thus reducing 

deforestation and land 

degradation. 

Scientific: The interactive 

combination of livestock and crop 

production will help the farmers to 

maintain their farming 

environment (through the 

recycling of farm wastes) and 

improve on the yield component 

per hectare. 

High Farmers and 

other land users 
By engaging the 

farmers  in their 

demonstration farm 

plots within their 

communities  year-in 

and year-out. 

In the short term, it 

reduces the farmers 

use of intensive 

labour(reduce 

drudgery) use in 

preparing fresh farm 

sites every year.  

Also, the system 

allows improvement 

in soil and water use in 

the farm for improved 

yield results. 

In the long term, it 

reduces deforestation 

and increase 

environmental agro-
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biodiversity in the 

communities. 
 WP 2.3 

The introduction of UNIMAK 

organized system; by 

combining both crops and 

livestock production activities 

in the same piece of land of the 

farmer to enable him/her 

maintain the same land 

continuous productivity 

(sedentary system of farming) 

to avoid the erroneous  

shifting cultivation; thus 

reducing deforestation and 

land degradation. 

Economic: The recycling use of 

farm products; such as small 

ruminants dung/fecal waste as 

fertilizer for crops and the use of 

some crop residues as food for the 

livestock will show effective and 

sustainable use of farm resources; 

which is tantamount to reducing 

the cost of production of inputs of 

the farmers. 

Medium Farmers The collection and 

management of 

livestock and crops 

wastes by the 

farmers throughout 

the year surmounts 

to not only 

improving the soil 

fertility by also 

reduces the cost of 

production by 

avoiding the use of 

expensive imported 

inorganic fertilizers 

in the production 

chain of avoiding the 

buying of expensive 

feed for livestock. 

This increases soil 

fertility and reduces 

cost of production of 

the FFRU farmers and 

the general community 

that uses the approach. 

 WP 2.3 
The systematic integration of 

crops and livestock by farmers 

has shown remarkable impact 

of improving the yield 

component of farmers and 

farm products 

diversification. 

Socioeconomic: The production 

of different farm products from 

both crops and livestock will 

improve the socioeconomic status 

of the farmers by experiencing 

continuous income  earning 

potential perennially . 

Medium Farmers and 

the wider 

community 

Creating processing 

and marketing 

centers for both 

farmers and the 

wider public to 

generate income 

both the farmers and 

the farmers’ related 

processors and 

marketers. 

Short term: Alleviates  

the farmers from 

abject poverty through 

the regular and 

sustainable sources of 

food and income 

throughout the year. 

Long term: Improves 

the standard of living 

of the farmers and 

their communities by 

creating a sustainable 

processing and 
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marketing centers in 

their communities. 

 WP 2.3 
The use of organized 

sedentary (same place or same 

piece of land) farming system 

by the farmers as introduced 

by UNIMAK will reduce the 

environmental degradation 

to help mitigate climate 

change. 

Environmental or ecological: 

The use of the same piece of land 

by the farmers will reduce the 

shifting cultivation practices, 

which will eventually reduce 

deforestation and improve the 

biodiversity and soil fertility 

through systematic agroecological 

management. 

High Farmers, 

researchers and 

policy makers 

Engaging the 

farmers, 

stakeholders and 

citizens of every 

community into the 

new research 

exercises. 

 

 WP 2.3 
Land transformation process 

included in the entire research 

aspect helps to improve soil 

and water utility to improve 

land use efficiency. 

Scientific and environmental: 

The transformed land has led to 

the effective use of water 

resources and increase the soil 

fertility through the controlled 

movement of the field water and 

soil in the farmer’s farm site. This 

will lead to the sustainable use of 

natural farm resources (water and 

nutrients). 

Medium Farmers 

directly 

involved into 

the exercise 

and the general 

community 

also following 

or imitating the 

research 

activities 

The researchers, 

FFRU farmers and 

the wider 

communities should 

be involved in 

continuously 

improving on the 

land design and 

maintenance of the 

farms to sustain 

production and 

productivity from 

the limited land 

space occupied. 

Short term: Improves 

the use of soil and 

water to maximize 

production. 

Long term: Mitigate 

the effects of climate 

change on crops and 

livestock production 

to resiliently keep the 

farmers and the 

general community 

members progressing. 

 

WP3: Improvement of crop and food protection 

 

Planthead platform 

 

 

WP3  OCCAM: technical 

organization of the 

platform 

African Partners:  

Scientific:  

Co-creation of scientific 

information and data 

High Extension 

services in 

African 

countries 

African Partners 

can contribute to 

the updating of the 

Platform by 

EWA BELT case 

study area in the 

short term 
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• Provide input to the 
platform by involving 

farmers working 

within EWA BELT 

FFRUs 

African and European 

Partners: 

• Act as technical and 

scientific point of 

information and 

provide feedback to 

the requests arrived 

through the platform. 

 

enhancement on pest and 

disease related to food crops  

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers and extension service 

agents can count on a fast tool 

and immediate advices to help 

them solving and coping with 

crops pest and diseases. 

 

Farmers with 

access to 

internet and 

mobile 

phones 

 

Scientists  

presenting it at 

national and 

International fora 

and by involving 

other African and 

EU Research 

institutions and 

African 

Government 

agencies for 

extension services 

inside and outside 

the case study 

areas of EWA 

BELT  

Other African 

countries in the 

long term 

 

ICT tools (portable 

qPCR platform 

applied to detect 

mycotoxin-

producing fungi in 

crops) 

WP3 STMicroelectronics: 

• Definition and validation 

of an easy-to-use, 

sample-to-answer qPCR 

test for selected 

molecular targets. 

• Development of a 

dedicated software for 

almost automatic test 

execution. 

 

UNISS: 

• Selection of the target 

pathogens and crops to 

be addressed with the 

qPCR platform. 

Scientific:  

Specialization of a highly 

valuable molecular platform 

for sensitive and specific 

detection of mycotoxin-

producing fungi in food and 

feed crops. 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers will have an easy-to-

use platform available that 

generates laboratory-quality 

diagnostic answers, allowing 

affordable and accurate 

identification of pathogens for 

immediate intervention. 

High Farmers, 

Agricultural 

Extension 

Services, 

Scientists 

STMicroelectronic

s will make some 

platforms 

available for 

demonstrations 

and training to 

some selected 

African partners, 

for testing at the 

field/storage 

room/lab scale and 

assessment of the 

overall benefits of 

the solution. Other 

African and EU 

Research 

Some selected 

EWA-BELT 

partners for 

validation in the 

short term. 

Evaluation of wider 

deployment in the 

long term. 
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• Preparation of crops 
samples contaminated 

with known amounts of 

pathogenic fungi, for 

qPCR platform 

validation in the labs. 

 

OCCAM: 

Implementation of the 

possibility to upload qPCR 

results to the EWA-BELT 

platform  

institutions and 

Government 

Agencies could 

also be involved 

later, for a possible 

wider exploitation. 

 

Post-harvest 

technologies: 

Storage bags 

WP3 CRANFIELD: Is 

developing the storage 

bags for grain storage 

 

UoN: Will help test and 

validate the storage bags in 

the field with respect to 

aflatoxin accumulation and 

insect pest infestation 

 

KALRO: Will help test 

and validate the storage 

bags in the field (case 

study areas) 

Scientific:  

To reduce mould and possible 

mycotoxin contamination in 

stored grains 

 

Societal and economic:  

Reduce postharvest lost and 

increase quality of stored 

grain. This will attract 

premium price and hence 

increase household income and 

also reduce mycotoxin related 

health challenges. 

 

High Farmers, 

Agricultural 

Extension 

Services, 

Traders, 

Consumers. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and training of 

farmers on the 

benefits of these 

storage bags.  

 

Develop brochures 

and distribute  

Across the six 

EWA-BELT project 

countries at the 

FRRU level in the 

short term and 

National scale in 

the long term 

Models for 

estimating 

mycotoxin 

contamination 

WP3 CRANFIELD and 

KALRO: Will develop 

models for estimating risk 

of mycotoxin production in 

Scientific:  

It is a decision support tool for 

farmers  

 

Societal and economic:  

High Scientists,  

Farmers,  

Extension 

Officers. 

Develop brochures 

and distribute the 

models.  This can 

be given to anyone 

Short term: Kenyan 

EWA-BELT case 

study areas. 
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stored staple commodities 

and groundnuts 

 

KALRO: To help test and 

validate the models in the 

field  

Guide farmers to make the best 

decisions and enhance their 

resource use efficiency  

who requests the 

models 

Long term: Other 

interested counties 

in western Kenya. 

Pre-harvest 

technologies: 

Aflasafe 

WP3 KALRO: To develop, test 

and validate Aflasafe KE-

O1 in the case study areas 

with the target crops 

(groundnut, maize, finger 

millet) 

Scientific:  

To reduce mould and possible 

mycotoxin contamination in 

harvested grains 

 

Societal and economic:  

Increase quality of harvested 

grain. This will attract 

premium price and hence 

increase household income and 

also reduce mycotoxin related 

health challenges. 

High Farmers,  

Consumers,  

Extension 

Officers,  

Scientists. 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and training of 

farmers on the 

benefits of 

Aflasafe.  

 

Develop brochures 

and distribute  

Short term: Kenyan 

EWA-BELT case 

study areas. 

 

Long term: Other 

interested counties 

in western Kenya. 

Development of 

Groundnut and 

finger Millet 

processed products 

WP3 KALRO researchers will 

train farmers on how to 

prepare and pack various 

processed products from 

finger millet and 

groundnut produce 

obtained from EWA-

BELT case study areas. 

 

Kenya Bureau of 

Standards will give the 

products the 

standardization mark of 

Scientific: 

The processed products will 

have a longer shelf life than 

raw produce hence will reduce 

further incidences of 

mycotoxin contamination in 

harvested produce 

 

Societal and economic:   

This will stimulate the growth 

of village cottage industries to 

enhance farmers income 

generation capacity besides 

High Participating 

Farmers, 

Extension 

Officers in 

the EWA-

BELT case 

study areas 

Practical 

demonstrations on 

how to prepare, 

package and 

market the 

processed products 

 

Brochures will be 

prepared with 

instructions on 

how to prepare the 

products  

Short term: Kenyan 

EWA-BELT case 

study areas. 

 

Long term: Other 

interested counties 

in western Kenya. 
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quality so that the products 

can be sold commercially 

by interested stakeholders. 

 

UoN researchers will train 

farmers on how to prepare 

and pack various processed 

products from groundnut 

produce obtained from 

EWA-BELT case study 

areas. 

that obtained from sale of the 

raw produce 

 

 

Evaluated 

introduced high 

performing and 

preferred peanut 

seed variety selected 

by farmers 

WP3 UoN researchers will train 

farmers on community-

based seed production, 

bulking, preservation 

Scientific: 

Maintain clean quality seeds 

with growth vigour  

 

Societal and economic:   

Preservation of the high 

yielding variety and reduced 

costs of importation; improved 

access to clean seeds  

High Farmers, 

Consumers 

 The case study 

areas for the short 

term. 

This would spread 

to neighbouring 

Counties 

Develop peanut 

farming tool: from 

land preparation to 

harvest 

WP3 

WP2 

UoN researchers will train 

farmers on soil 

preparation, planting, 

diseases identification & 

management and 

harvesting 

Scientific: 

Soil management using locally 

available materials: manure 

and composting 

Tool for disease identification 

and management combining 

indigenous knowledge & 

contemporary methods 

 

Societal and economic:   

Soil health for high yields 

High All Farmers 

in the region 

and beyond 

 

Extension 

Officers in 

the EWA-

BELT case 

study areas 

and beyond 

Brochures 

produced will be 

shared in other 

peanut growing 

areas beyond the 

case study areas 

Short term: Kenyan 

EWA-BELT case 

study areas. 

 

Long term: Other 

interested counties 

in western Kenya. 
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Small scale 

mechanisation of 

peanut farming 

WP3 UoN researchers in 

collaboration with Mixa 

Foods & Beverages will 

introduce & provide access 

to planters, shellers, peanut 

butter processors to 

farmers 

Scientific: 

Processing to reduce aflatoxin 

contamination 

 

Societal and economic:   

Reduction of drudgery  

High Farmers in 

the case study 

region  

 

Extension 

Officers in 

the EWA-

BELT case 

study areas  

 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and training of 

farmers in the case 

study area  

 

Short term: Kenyan 

EWA-BELT case 

study areas. 

 

Long term: Other 

interested counties 

in western Kenya. 

Retrieving plant 

protection 

traditional 

knowledge.  

 

 

 

WP3 TARI is carrying out an 

on-station trial to evaluate 

the effectiveness of a 

mixture of pepper, 

Tephrosia vogelii and 

Neem plants as a home-

made bio-pesticide to 

control field pests on 

lablab and common bean.  

 

Preliminary results on 

the effectiveness of the 

bio-pesticide in 

controlling lablab and 

common bean pests are 

expected to be out by 

June 2022.  

 

Scientific:  

New approach using home-

made bio-pesticide to control 

lablab and common bean pests 

on the field will be confirmed 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm output lost as a 

result of pest infestation will 

be minimised, hence increase 

farm output and farm 

household income. 

High Scientist,  

Farmers,  

Consumers 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

An on-station trial 

in one study site 

(short term) and 

then validated with 

farmers or scaled to 

other regions of 

Tanzania where 

lablab and common 

bean can be grown 

in the long term 

Developing 

effective post-

harvest management 

WP3 TARI is carrying out on-

station trial to evaluate the 

effectiveness of different 

Scientific:  

New approach using effective 

botanical plants to control 

High Scientists,  

Farmers,  

Consumers 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and carrying out 

An on-station trial 

in one study site 

(short term) and 
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strategies to avoid 

mycotoxin 

contamination in 

stored food and feed  

botanical plants to control 

storage pests of selected 

crops grown in Tanzania.  

 

Preliminary results on 

the effectiveness of the 

bio-pesticide in 

controlling lablab and 

common bean pests are 

expected to be out by 

June 2022. 

storage pests of selected crops 

grown in Tanzania will be 

confirmed 

 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm output lost as a 

result of storage pest 

infestation will be minimised, 

hence reduced postharvest loss 

and farm household income. 

Farmer Field 

Schools 

then validated with 

farmers in other 

regions of Tanzania 

in the long term. 

Demonstration on 

fall armyworm 

management in 

maize using plant 

extracts in Northern 

and North East 

Regions 

WP3 CSIR-SARI: The objective 

to was to demonstrate the 

efficacy of neem extracts 

as a sustainable cost-

effective insecticide for 

fall armyworm (FAW) 

management for resource-

poor farmers in the West 

Mamprusi and Savelugu 

Municipalities 

Scientific:  

New approach using bio-

pesticide to control fall army 

worm in maize 

 

Societal and economic:  

This will provide a sustainable 

cost-effective way of 

minimising the damage that 

reduces the output of farmers 

through the fall armyworm 

infestation and increase the 

household income. 

High  Scientists,  

Agricultural 

Extension 

Services in 

the maize 

value chain,  

Farmers 

Establish 

demonstrations 

and establish 

innovation 

platforms 

All maize rowing 

areas within the 

four case study 

areas 

Effect of 

insecticides and 

intercropping 

systems on fall 

armyworm in maize 

 

WP3 CSIR-SARI: The objective 

was to test the effects of 

minimal insecticide use 

and intercropping maize 

with legumes (groundnut 

and soybean on faw 

infestations and natural 

Scientific:  

New approach of using 

cropping system and minimal 

insecticide use to control fall 

armyworm infestation in maize 

confirmed 

 

High Scientists,  

Farmers.  

Establish 

demonstrations  

All maize rowing 

areas within the 

four case study 

areas 
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enemy assemblage in 

maize ecologies at field 

scale. 

Societal and economic:  

Farmers farm output lost as a 

result of pest fall armyworm 

damage will be minimised 

thereby increasing farmers 

income through improved 

quantity and quality of maize 

obtained 

 

WP4:  Boosting value chain 

 

Development of 

Economic models 

for new 

technologies and 

practices  

WP4 CRANFIELD: Will lead in 

the development of 

economic models for new 

technologies and practices 

developed by EWA-BELT 

project crops across the six 

project countries.  All 

African partners are 

helping with the collection 

of economic data.  

 

All African Partners will 

help disseminate these 

models to farmers to help 

guide them in their 

production planning 

Scientific:  

It is a decision support tool for 

farmers  

 

Societal and economic: 

Guide farmers to make the best 

decisions and enhance their 

resource use efficiency to 

improve house income 

High  Scientists,  

Farmers.  

Develop Factsheet 

and distribute the 

models.  This can 

be given to anyone 

who requests the 

models 

Across the six 

EWA-BELT project 

countries at the 

FRRU level in the 

short term and 

National scale in 

the long term 

Analyses of 

prioritized crop 

value chains 

WP4 CRANFIELD: Will lead in 

the analyses and mapping 

of prioritized country crop 

value chains. All African 

Scientific:  

It will serve as a decision 

support tool  

 

High Farmers, 

Traders,  

Processors, 

Governments. 

Develop 

Factsheets and 

technical reports 

and distribute 

Across the six 

EWA-BELT project 

countries at the 

FRRU level in the 
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partners are helping with 

the collection of data on 

the value chains. 

 

All African Partners will 

help disseminate these 

models to farmers to help 

guide them in their 

production planning 

Societal and economic: 

Guide farmers to make the best 

decisions and enhance their 

resource use efficiency to 

improve house income.   

 

Identify how value chains can 

be boosted to improve 

sustainable livelihoods 

 them.  This can be 

given to anyone 

who requests the 

models 

short term and 

National scale in 

the long term 

 

WP5:  Sustainable Intensification Indicators 

 

Sustainable 

Intensification 

Indicators for 

agricultural 

practices promoted 

within EWA-BELT 

and related 

publications 

WP5 UNISS:  for each group of 

technologies develop 

indicators that assess the 

trade-off between different 

domains (environmental, 

productivity, economic, 

human and social) 

 

CRAN and African 

partners: provide data to 

inform indicators and 

contribute to assess the 

weight and relevance of 

each indicators 

 

 

Scientific:  

Data Indicators inform 

research on Sustainable 

Intensification in Agriculture 

in Africa  

 

Policy level:  

Indicators and Integrated 

Indicator can orient 

interventions of local and 

regional authorities to make 

more sustainable the 

agricultural practices 

Medium Scientists, 

Policy 

Makers, 

Development 

Practitioners 

Scientific paper 

will be open 

access and 

available to 

research and 

academia and 

presented within 

Scientific 

Conferences 

Policy briefs 

disseminated 

through 

Conferences and 

available on EWA 

BELT website  

Medium term: 

Across the 

academia working 

on Agricultural 

Sustainable 

Intensification 

topics; 

 

Medium and long 

term: Regional and 

local authorities 

working in 

agricultural 

development in the 

6 African countries 

involved in EWA 

BELT. 

 

WP6: Communication/dissemination/capacity building and maximization of the EWA-BELT impact at the UN level 
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Creation of a 

“sharing space” for 

knowledge 

exchange and 

technology 

innovation within 

FFRUs 

WP6 ACRA and UNISS:  

development of a 

monitoring system for the 

participatory approach 

 

ALL PARTNERS: each 

partner who has 

established one or more 

FFRUs is responsible for 

the facilitation and 

involvement of 

stakeholders and of the 

activities within them 

Policy level:  

Increase the dialogue among 

practitioners, researchers, and 

policymakers 

 

Scientific:   

Possibility of testing 

technologies directly in the 

environment in which they will 

be used 

 

Society:  

user awareness of tested 

technologies; capacity building 

High Researchers,  

Farmers,  

Technicians,  

Agricultural 

Extension 

Services 

Implementation of 

demonstration 

events at different 

levels: local/area 

of study, national, 

international 

Across the six 

EWA-BELT project 

countries at the 

FRRU level in the 

short term and 

National scale in 

the long term 

Creation of 

Papers, brochures, 

graphic material 

WP 6 OCCAM: Creation of 

Dissemination material 

that could create new 

knowledge and be included 

in research, articles, PhDs 

thesis 

 

ALL PARTNERS: 

Will help in providing 

updated material 

Policy level:  

Increase the dialogue among 

practitioners, researchers, and 

policymakers at the 

intergovernmental, 

governmental and in the UN 

System 

 

Scientific: 

Information could be included 

in articles, research (…)  

 

Society:  

Raise awareness on the 

characteristics of the project 

medium Scientists, 

Policy 

Makers, 

Development 

Practitioners 

Results 

disseminate at 

different level, 

especially UN 

Level 

Across the EWA-

BELT project 

countries in the 

short term and 

National and 

International scale 

in the long term 
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Overview of Project Tasks related to exploitation 

The following paragraphs describe more in details some key exploitation activities already included 

in the Project within the Work Package 6.  

Task 6.3 Exploitation, scenarios, and recommendations for greater uptake of 

innovations 

(M7-M45). Lead partner: CRAN; Participants: All partners 

This task will ensure that the results from the project are available to many stakeholders after the end 

of the project. The method for completing such task will be determined during two online workshops 

involving both EWA-BELT and external partners, with the plan to schedule the first workshop before 

M12. One potential output is a series of innovation briefing sheets similar to those used in the 

AGFORWARD project (https://www.agforward.eu/index.php/en/Innovation-leaflets.html). The 

briefing sheets or equivalent will highlight the benefits or challenges of the innovations in terms of 

economic benefit, equity, and environmental impact. Guidance will be provided on the knowledge, 

institutions, resources, and supply chain features needed to provide an enabling environment for the 

selected innovations. This may be a bit like a “job specification” for each innovation. For example, 

certain technologies may not work in cold weather, or with low population densities, or without credit 

support. 

The guidance will also support capacity building for the use of the innovations. The best form for the 

guidance will be investigated with stakeholders, to determine what format is perceived to be most 

effective. In addition a policy paper will be produced by month 46 to describe how the innovations 

examined in the project can be supported through bottom-up initiatives. The policy paper will be 

presented at African, European, and international for a. 

 

 

https://www.agforward.eu/index.php/en/Innovation-leaflets.html
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Task 6.4 Capacity building 

(M7-M42). Lead partner: UNISS; Participants: ST; ACRA; IRD; CRAN; CIRAD; AUTH; UNB; 

INERA; UNIMAK; CSIR-SARI; KDC; KALRO; UoN; NM-AIST; TARI; HU; JU 

As transversal support to the dissemination and exploitation activities (Task 6.2 and Task 6.3), this 

Task aims to enhance the capacity of local farmers, agricultural actors, young researchers, technicians 

and students. The EWA-BELT Projects has two different levels of capacity building, developed 

simultaneously:  

1. Capacity building activities in FFRU on tested innovative agricultural and livestock practices 

to reach SI (NUS crop production, land recovery, sustainable soil and water management, 

agricultural innovative techniques, agri-livestock integrated management, use of biocontrol 

pesticides, effective pre- and post-harvest technologies for control of mycoxins in stored 

durable commodities and groundnuts). These activities will be addressed to farmers and other 

local stakeholders within each FFRU.  

2. Participatory workshops: Three Interdisciplinary theory-practices workshops will be 

organized involving scientists from the Universities and Research Centres partners of the 

project under the coordination of the lead partner. The workshops will be addressed to about 

30 participants (4 from each African country and 6 EU countries), all belonging to the FFRUs 

and who will attend on a voluntary basis. Participants will be able to share best practices, 

strategies and methodologies adopting the “learning by doing approach” where theoretical 

concepts will be shared besides practical sessions (simulations, laboratory activities, case 

studies assessments, working groups, study tours and practice experience reported by the 

FFRUs). To enhance the exchange and especially the BELT among the two African regions 

involved in the project the workshops will be hosted in different countries following the below 

schedule according to the WPs topics:  

• WP2: it will be hosted in Ghana. It will focus on the following aspects: a) Genetics and 

Crop Varieties/ecotypes (IRD- CIRAD); b) Soil management and conservation (UNB-

CRAN); c) Water Management (UNISS-AUTH); d) Agricultural Techniques (UNISS-

CSIR-SARI). 

• WP3: it will be hosted in Kenya focusing on: a) pre-and post-harvest management 

strategies (CRAN); b) Plant Pathology (UNISS-UoN); c) ICT Tools (ST).  

• WP4: it will be hosted in United Kingdom on participatory methods, data collection and 

analysis. 
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Task 6.5 FFRU’s enlivenment and knowledge sharing 

(M4-M45) Lead partner: ACRA; Participants: UNB; INERA; UNIMAK; CSIR-SARI; KDC; KALRO; 

UoN; NM-AIST; TARI; HU; JU 

A key aspect tackled by the project will be the strong, continuous engagement of end users, 

technicians, practitioners and farmers within the FFRUs where knowledge will be shared through a 

set of face-to-face learning activities supported by trained facilitators. The task will be tentatively 

phased as follows:  

• The Task Leader will develop templates that partners will use to collect ideas, contents and 

timing of face-to-face learning activities (M6-M8). In fact, the planning of the task 6.5 amply 

depends on the timing of the establishment of the FFRUs in the EWA-BELT target areas and 

their kick-off.  

• On the basis of the initial scoping described above, knowledge sharing events will be 

organized in the FFRUs, based on participatory approaches (M8-M36) to start sharing and 

testing the utility and role of the innovations identified in WP2 and WP3 and therefore to 

contribute improving the Knowledge Transfer Systems (KTS) and the dialogue among 

farmers, scientists, technicians and policy makers. FFRUs will be livened up by the events 

which will aim to:  

i. Identify a theory of change for promising technologies and practices so that future pathways 

of development and the role of actors are fully and progressively mapped out;  

ii. Consult with and train actors at each stage of the value chain in how to best make use of the 

potential opportunities arising from IPDM and practices, and;  

iii. Test for imbalances in consequences of use of the new technologies and practices. 

In the last year of the project, the events will be focused mainly on the capitalization of the project 

experience and tested innovation. 

Task 6.6 Maximation of the EWA-BELT impact within the UN System  

(M5-M46) Lead partner: OCCAM; Participants: (all Partners) 

During the annual Infopoverty World Conference (IWC) organized by OCCAM at the UN 

Headquarters in New York (www.occam.org), a special session will be devoted to the promotion and 

dissemination of the EWA-BELT activities and results. The progresses of the project will be 

presented and discussed during the conferences IWC21, IWC22, IWC23 and IWC24 (where the 

policy paper resulting from T6.3 will be shared). Thanks to these events, the impact of EWA- BELT 

results will be maximized considering the participation of high-level politicians (Ministers and 

Presidents) and Ambassadors while the world live-streaming will ensure the project visibility at 

http://www.occam.org/
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global level. Events will also strengthen both the East and West African BELT on SI and the 

international cooperation, opening new spaces for lobbying and advocacy. 

Communication objectives  

• Maximation of the project at the International Level, promotion and dissemination of the 

results at UN-Level. An initial step has been taken as the project has been officially introduced 

during the 20th Infopoverty World Conference (4 December 2020) by Giuseppe Enne, from 

the Scientific Advisory Board, and presented by Giovanna Seddaiu, Project Coordinator, 

Desertification Research Centre – University of Sassari, Italy. EWA-BELT was also further 

discussed in detail by partners coming from the six African countries involved. Furthermore, 

European Partners of the project discussed a Euro-African strategy to achieve SDG 2 along 

with Patrick Worms, President of the European Agroforestry Federation. The 21st Edition of 

the Conference “How to build a fairer and more inclusive Digital Society?” dedicated its third 

session to presentations from partners of the EWA-BELT Project. With the title “Digital way 

to prosperity for rural communities”, it opened a debate on those bottom-up experiences, 

shared in the virtual world, that entail a strong effect able to influence the behaviour of 

communities. A series of best practices in action have been presented in the field of food 

security able to outline the approaches and values of new generations.  

 

See Appendix for the complete report of the 20th and 21st Infopoverty World Conference of the EWA-

BELT Sessions.  

From M18 to M36, two editions of the Infopoverty World Conference (212022, 2023) are planned to 

be organized (online or in person if the conditions will allow it). The 2022 and 2023 Editions will be 

organized by OCCAM and will have the main objectives of disseminating and spreading the results 

of the project as well as giving visibility to all the activities the partners are involved in during an ad-

hoc session. 
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APPENDIXES 

Appendix I: Logotype and fonts 

 

Other fonts used on the website and social media channels: 

• Barlow SemiCondensed 

• Open Sans 

• Courier 

• Futura Bold 

• Signika 

All the fonts have been chosen from the list provided by the platform Canva (Pro Subscription), which 

has been continuously employed in the creation process of the contents. According to the specific 

post, different character dimensions have been used together with several diverse graphic features 

and elements. 

  

https://www.canva.com/
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Appendix II: Editorial Board 

1. Università degli Studi di Sassari: Margherita Rizzu (mrizzu@uniss.it) 

2. Fondazione ACRA: Alida La Paglia (alidalapaglia@acra.it) 

3. Cranfield University: Anil Graves (a.graves@cranfield.ac.uk) 

4. IRD: Adeline Barnaud (adeline.barnaud@ird.fr) 

5. Aristotelio Panepistimio Thessalonikis: Dimitra Lazaridou (dimitra_lazar@yahoo.gr)  

6. Université Nazi Boni: Florent Lakoande (flankoande@yahoo.fr) 

7. INERA: see Université Nazi Boni 

8. University of Makeni: Saidu Kanu (saidukanu69@yahoo.com) 

9. CSIR-SARI: Prince Maxwell Etwire (etwiremaxwellprince@yahoo.co.uk) 

10. Kundok Development Consult Limited: Yakubu Sheref (sherefiy@yahoo.com) 

11. KALRO: Elkana Nyambati (elkana.nyambati@kalro.org, elkananyambati2010@gmail.com) 

12. University of Nairobi: Annmaria Akoth Mahaga (<annmaria@uonbi.ac.ke>) 

13. NM-AIST: Kelvin Mtei (kelvin.mtei@nm-aist.ac.tz) 

14. TARI: Moses Bayinga (mosesbayinga@gmail.com) 

15. Hawassa University: Temesgen Magule (temeola@gmail.com) 

16. Jimma University: [To be appointed] 

17. ICRAF: Leigh Ann Winowiecki (l.a.winowiecki@cgiar.org) 

18. ST Microelectronics: Nadia Serina (nadia.serina@st.com) 

19. OCCAM: Maria Chiara Scipioni (mariachiara.scipioni@occam.org) 

20. CIRAD: Claire Billot (clair.billot@cirad.fr) 

Appendix III: SWAT ANALYSIS of Social Network 

Listed in the Grant Agreement, with a final goal of 1000 followers at the end of the project: 

• Facebook 

• LinkedIn 

• Twitter 

• YouTube 

• European online resources (see above) 

N.B.: The Grant agreement signed between the Consortium and the EU Commission does not mention 

Instagram in the list of Social Network to be displayed for the dissemination of the activities and 

results during the life of the Project. Nevertheless, the Communication board has decided to include 

it in the list of the principal social networks. In particular different elements have been taken into 

consideration and put together in the SWAT analysis reported in the appendixes of this document. 

mailto:dimitra_lazar@yahoo.gr
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For the Instagram page, the leader of the WP6 decided with the support of the Editorial board to use 

an existent Instagram page and to reconvert it for EWA-BELT. This page had a follower base of 2.000 

followers approximately. For this reason EWA-BELT Project wants to reach 3000 followers by the 

end of the project. 

In particular: 

Instagram  

Strengths: 

• Instagram obviously emphasizes photos more than any other social media platform.  

• Potential mass audience reach: 1 billion users. 

• Usage of hashtags (follow the list suggested by the EU).  

• Connecting with other Horizon 2020 beneficiaries by using the same hashtags.  

• The app is a powerful storytelling medium. 

• Possibility to create diverse contents: images, brief videos (reels) or longer ones (IGTV), 

stories (expiring in 24h), highlights (permanent), links of website. 

• Direct linkage to Facebook. 

• Gain insights on your audience. 

Weaknesses:  

• Regular posting based on the targeting audience. 

• Freedom for anyone to comment if your page is public. 

Opportunities:  

• Instagram users are expected to grow to 3.02 billion by 2021. This growing social media 

presence is one of the major opportunities of Instagram. 

• It allows to improve the search engine ranking, create a connection between our social media 

and our project website, e.g. by posting “live” tweets and Facebook posts on the project 

website. 

Threats: 

• Internet bots/social media bots. 

• Automatically generated messages designed to advocate certain ideas/campaigns aimed at 

manipulating public opinion and work against a project/consortium. 

• Online trolls: causing the spread of negative messages, and causing other followers or friends 

to lose interest in or stop following your project. 
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• Privacy/data breaches: this means disclosing any research involving private content without 

the explicit consent of the data owner. Breaching online privacy rules can result in liability. 

• Information leakage: this means a loss of intellectual property. It is for the content owner to 

decide what to post or share. 

• Security breaches: All social media platforms have their own privacy and data protection 

policies. Read them carefully. EU-classified information may under no circumstances be used 

in social media. Special security rules apply. 

• Targeted spam: Fake messages used to obtain confidential information. To protect your 

project and yourself, all consortium members should agree on an internal code of social media 

conduct, covering all the above points. 

Facebook  

Strengths: 

• Potential mass audience reach: 2.5 billion users. 

• Posts and comments and articles and clutter that might allow followers to skip over a simple 

photo. 

• Target audiences by location, demographics, interests. 

• Gain insights on your audience. 

• Dominates the social media landscape. 

• Very strong in Africa. 

Weaknesses: 

• Overdependence on Advertising. Facebook business model relies heavily on advertising for 

its revenues. About 98.5 % of its annual revenue comes from advertising. In 2019, Out of 

$70.70 billion annual revenue, $69.66 billion was its advertising revenue. 

Opportunities: 

• It allows to improve the search engine ranking, create a connection between our social media 

and our project website, e.g. by posting 'live' tweets and Facebook posts on the project 

website. 

Threats: 

• See Instagram. 

Twitter 

Strengths: 
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• Highly Influential: Twitter’s hashtags are the most influential and impactful features offered 

by any social media platform. Hashtags can mobilize communities, overthrow governments, 

and address injustices. 

• Popular for News and Marketing: Twitter has transformed into an official communication 

channel. Information is conveyed quickly and easily as a simple tweet. 

• From communications by governments like the White House to famous personalities and 

businesses. According to Statista, 67% of businesses rely on twitter for business-to- business 

marketing (worldwide). 

• Easily promote your research, for example by providing links to your blog stories, journal 

articles and news items. 

• Reach a large number of people quickly through tweets and retweets. 

• Follow the work of other experts in your field. 

• Build relationships with experts and other followers. 

• Keep up to date with the latest news and developments, and share it with others instantly. 

• Reach new audiences. 

• Seek feedback about your work and give feedback to others. 

• Follow and contribute to discussions on events, for example conferences that you can't attend 

in person. 

Weaknesses  

• Lack of Diversification. Twitter has put all its resources, aspiration, and future in social media 

networking. Twitter solely relies on its social media platform and does not diversify. If a new 

technology emerges and replaces social media platforms, the company will fade into oblivion 

within a short period. 

• Fake accounts. Twitter reports that about 5% of its daily active users (DAU) are fake or spam 

accounts. If these spam/ malicious accounts continue to grow, Twitter’s reputation can be 

hugely impacted. 

• It is political to some extent. 

Opportunities  

• EU is very active on Twitter; it is thus possible to create a community with the other projects 

funded by the European Commission. 

Threats  

• See Instagram. 
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Appendix IV: Report of the 20th and 21st EWA-BELT Session in the Infopoverty 

World Conference 

20th Infopoverty World Conference “Towards a Digital Society Inspired by SDGs”, Second Session 

and Roundtable – December 4, 2020 on UN Webcast 

Second Session: How new technologies and digital services could improve the food security 

system 

Giuseppe Enne, Founder and Scientific Advisor of the Desertification Research Centre (NRD-UNISS), Italy: 

“Due to the Covid pandemic, the agriculture and food situation of the already suffering African continent risks 

worsening, and that idea of the Food Security e-Centre is even more compelling. Some experimental tests were 

realized in Sao Tomé and Principe and Sierra Leone, in 2018, to verify and validate the real feasibility of this 

food security ICT system. Staring from this experience I promote, together with Professor Giovanna Seddaiu 

and Quirico Migheli of Sassari university, the design and realization of a very huge research program on 

sustainable intensification of agriculture in Africa, which strongly enhances the power of digital technologies, 

ICTs. The project, titled “linking East and West African farming system experience into a belt of sustainable 

intensification”, the acronym is EWA-BELT, was submitted and approved by the European Commission”. 

Giovanna Seddaiu, EWA-BELT Project Coordinator, NRD-UNISS, Italy: “EWA-BELT deals with 

sustainable intensification, that is production systems and crop management technologies that increase 

productivity without adverse effects. But how? We will try to protect natural resources by enhancing climate 

change resilience and input-use efficiency; we will try to enable an environment so farmers can competitively 

participate in markets; we will try to implement strategies to reduce pre- and post-harvest losses and to 

conserve and valorize plant genetic resources. EWA-BELT will attempt to implement and to promote some 

ICT approaches such as the FFRUs. We meant them as a co-learning space that can be virtual or physical and, 

of course, in this pandemic situation, the virtual interaction between stakeholders is an important way to 

promote interaction and exchange of knowledge. This co-learning space will include research, restoration, 

innovation, demonstration, education, extension and capacity building. Another ICT approach very important 

that is led in EWA-BELT by our host OCCAM is the PLANTHEAD network. The network wants to promote 

learning and knowledge exchange, modelling solutions and networking solutions. It is based on the 

interrelations between service users (farmers) and service providers at different levels: from local extension 

service (1), local university or national research center (2) and university or international research center (3). 

It is a digital platform working with the artificial intelligence machine learning approach. Other ICT 

approaches in EWA-BELT are concerned to promote the detection and quantification of plant pests and 

pathogens using a very targeted and specific sensor proximity devices. The expected impacts of EWA-BELT 

range to different levels. At farming systems, through the promotion of medium- and long-term 

farmers’/smallholders’ competitiveness, livelihood and welfare, through especially the application of 

technological innovation and ICT-based tools. At the environmental level, associated to improved soil- and 

water-related ecosystem services. At institutional level, due to the implementation, monitoring and impact 

assessment of sustainable intensification agriculture practices and at scientific level through enhanced 

understanding and deepening knowledge of the factors controlling the farming systems performances and 

externalities and therefore the associated food security and food safety status”. 

Mamadou Traoré, Université Nazi Boni, Koulibaly Bazoumana, Institut de l’Environnement et de 

Recherches Agricoles and Silvia Ciacci, ACRA Foundation, Burkina Faso: “Burkina Faso is rich in 

biodiversity and traditional species. However, there is a gradual abandonment of traditional crops, such as 

fonio, millet, etc., and of traditional agricultural knowledge which strongly contributed to soil restoration, food 

https://media.un.org/en/search/?q=XX+infopoverty&sort-by=relevance
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diversification and prevention of malnutrition. As a result, we have high pressure on natural resources, because, 

to meet food demand, due to population growth and farmer appearing in marcelan land and forest lands. In 

addition to farmer activities land pressure is also exacerbated by traditional mining with high risk of 

environmental pollution. Indeed, if not addressed, these problems can have negative impacts on household 

incomes and the achievement of food security and access to markets. The EWA-BELT in Burkina Faso will 

create a favorable environment for achieving food security and improving household income in a sustainable 

farming system, on one hand, and, on the other, the project will also generate a consistent database for 

researchers and decision makers in order to meet the challenge of poverty alluviation in rural areas”. 

Alemayehu Chala, Hawassa University and Amsalu Nebyiu, Jimma University, Ethiopia: “Farming is an 

age-old practice in Ethiopia, but it has shown little progress over the past. It is still traditional, with limited 

access to appropriate technologies and it is described as a low input farming system. In such low input farming 

system, the increase in food production is mainly achieved through extensive farming, which means activating 

more land, including unsuitable lands like hillsides, and this has effects in terms of over-exploitation of natural 

resources, land degradation and depletion of resources in general. The government is integrating the 

sustainable development goals in its growth and transformation plans. It is trying to build the capacity of 

stakeholders, from farmers up to export levels by providing different long term and short-term trainings. We 

are directly taking part in fostering traditional and innovative agricultural practices, which lead to promotion 

and utilization of neglected land and underutilized crops and crop species and varieties. We will also be 

working on sustainable management of resources. In addition, we will also be involved in crop and food 

protection against major insect pests, pathogen and mycotoxins, with the ultimate objective to come up to test, 

validate and disseminate improved pre- and post-harvest management practices and strategies against these 

major problems”. 

Joseph Adjebeng-Danquah, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research-Savanna Agricultural Research 

Institute and James Kombiok, Kundok Development Consulting, Ghana: “Because it is mainly rainfed, 

climate change has strong effects on Ghana, by rule of intermittent and terminal drought, which disrupts the 

farmer systems. It also has low crop yields resulting from poor soils with low inputs use and use of low yield 

varieties. It is also susceptible to pests and diseases. for the EWA-BELT project, the Ghana team will employ 

sustainable intensification strategies that will improve the current system and reduce the gap between the 

potential and achievable yield on farmers fields, in line with the EWA-BELT objective. Through the regional 

board and the National Assemblies, we hope to engage various stakeholders in the agricultural value chain for 

the improvement of policies regarding input distribution and utilization in our farming system. And as we will 

try to reach more end users, we want to use the gather information systems, especially the ones that will be 

highlighted by the EWA-BELT project, to adapt and out-scale the e-agriculture platform that has already been 

practiced in Ghana, where farmers can text to short-codes for information on available technologies, and they 

can also contact experts on these platforms for whatever question regarding pest and disease control and also 

other technologies that can help improve the agriculture. We also use audio-visuals to showcase new 

technologies and video vans showing the recorded documentaries about past projects. This will help us to reach 

out many people who will not be core members of the FFRUs, since the entire community will get access to 

the information generated through the use of these audio-visuals. We also use text messaging platforms that 

have been championed by private organizations in agriculture. Finally, we also use local TV and radio stations 

to showcase these available technologies in the local languages. 

Sheila Okoth, University of Nairobi and Noel Nekesa Makete, Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research 
Organisation, Kenya: “Western Kenya is one of the poorest regions of the country according to our last 

national survey report. For the EWA-BELT project, we picked to act on agriculture to contribute to the 

economy improvement of the region, in order to tackle the main challenges of the region: declining soil 

fertility, lack of rotational activities, poor agronomic practices. These challenges derive from lack of access to 



 

 

76 

 

information. For the EWA-BELT project, we selected crops that were initially useful for the region, but 

becuase of national economic direction of using coffee and tea, these crops have been neglected. The focus for 

KALRO and EWA-BELT is technologies for pre-harvest. We are going to also use applied ICT tools in disease 

identification and solutions for the farmers”. 

Joseph B. Tholley, University of Makeni, Sierra Leone: “It was estimated that about half a million children 

of the age of 5 have stunted growth and are malnourished and at risk of death, and this is very unfortunate for 

this country. The livelihood of this country largely depends on agriculture. Challenges range from low soil 

fertility, especially in the uplands; poor extension services (farmers are not easily reached to give them the 

modern method approach in agriculture); scarcity of natural resources, such as water (there is very poor 

irrigation) and land management; high burden of crops and livestock diseases; high levels of post-harvest 

losses; inadequate value addition to agricultural products; poor financial facilities available and accessed by 

local farmers; heavy dependence on imported agricultural products, like most African countries; and increased 

crop farmers-livestock Grazer conflicts (there is normally a conflict between the farmers and the crop 

producers). Since there will be new technologies introduced into the farming systems, the farmers will learn 

to adopt and use and new technologies to increase their production scale per hectare. The approach will also 

lead to perennial agricultural production throughout the year, thus improving the nutritional and socio-

economic status of the rural poor farmers of the country. It will reduce the drudgery, because the farmers will 

be using always small pieces of land, the small piece of land that well be used by the farmers through the 

integration of wood crop and animal components”. 

Kelvin M. Mtei, Nelson Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology, Anthony Kimaro, 

International Centre for Research in Agroforestry and Deodatus Stanley Kiriba, Tanzania Agricultural 

Research Institute, Tanzania: “Agriculture, as the main backbone economic activity in Tanzania, just like 

most of the African countries, is faced with a stagnating production. So, one of the main challenges that have 

been identified in the study area that is under the EWA-BELT project, which is actually in the northern part of 

Tanzania, is mainly land degradation, caused by soil erosion and loss of soil cover and, somehow, sort of 

pollution. EWA-BELT innovation in this is that we will have to wake on the restoration of the degraded land 

or recovering the abandoned land. The first will be mainly on ICT issues that will deal with a mapping of the 

degraded area. We are looking forward to promoting sustainable production of orphan crops, or “neglected or 

underutilized species”, and this will be done through identifying orphan crops in the area and evaluating the 

agronomic requirements for sustainable production. We will look into promote food safety, which mainly 

consists in reducing post-harvest losses, and in this case, we’ll be looking into testing available appropriate 

driers. We are looking at digital mapping of crop pests and diseases, that will actually ease the issue of pest 

and disease management at farm scale”. 

Third Session – Roundtable: The Euro-African strategy to achieve SDG 2 

Patrick Worms, President, European Agroforestry Foundation: “My dream is that mobile phones one day is 

to be found in the pocket of almost every smallholder and contains the equivalent of an agriculture miracle. 

What do I call an agriculture miracle? A machine that has access to the thousands of databases about crops, 

about soils, about climate today and expected climate tomorrow, about infrastructure exists, about market 

prices, about coming diseases or diseases that are already in the landscape and integrated all into an easy-to-

use interface that speaks to farmers in their own languages in an intuitive way. I know that is still a dream but 

also know it's coming closer to reality”. 

H.E. Amb. Jackline Yonga, Ambassador of Kenya to Italy and Permanent Representative of Kenya to the 

FAO: “Kenya recognises the role played by the private sector institutions across all the sectors and that is put 

in place and every environment in the recognition of the very vibrant robust and private sector we also note 

that the youth and other players are actively engaged in the private sector organization and in particular in 
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agribusiness value chains. We are happy to inform that we have embraced digital solutions using the 

institutional capacity of mobile banking, various acts and “M-Pesa” which is our own grown mobile money 

transfer. We also note that our farm and food and agricultural organisations for putting in place a “food and 

agricultural digital platform” that has funded and contributed by the government digital framework. We 

acknowledge in particular FAO, WFP, IFAD, among others, who are in real line with the operational programs 

at the country level, while making use of the digital structure and capacities that are already in the distance in 

the countries. Kenya value strong public-private sector partnerships and looks forward to enhancing the same 

to our digital solutions for the achievement of the SDG in particular, SDG1 (on poverty reduction) and SDG 

2 (on the eradication of hunger). We are also looking to health, building synergies, and sharing of lessons 

learned based on practical experiences”. 

Adeline Barnaud, Institut de Recherche pour le Développement, France: “It is not only knowledge and also 

the relation that human and plants have it a kind of co-evolution, co-evolution between human, plants and their 

environments and there is both really wide diversity of practices and way of managing agricultural plants. 

What also I really love is the diversity of plants that were domesticated or that were collected. The diversity 

between knowledge, genetic resources and practices is really interesting and I think that one of the points that 

EWA-BELT can reach, is also by crossing west and east Africa and allowing people to discuss. I totally agree 

that we need to go deeper into what it is known and what has been done in many different places around the 

world and in Africa to really benefit from this expertise and in that since neglected crops are really interesting”. 

Paul Burgess, Cranfield University, United Kingdom: “Through the COVID-19 pandemic we can learn how 

much is important to have biodiversity, in fact when you've just got one species that dominates if you have a 

disease or an infection that suddenly appears. So, it is better to have a crop diversity than a monocropping. 

Because once one plant of a monocropping get sick it will infect all the others. I guess that the key lesson, in 

terms of general ecology, is the great benefit of having a diversity of species, not just in terms of improving 

nutrition but also in terms of suppress diseases. The targeting is to ensure that you are maintaining a sort of a 

continuous canopy cover that keeps cover and moisture in the soil as well as protect it, helping to build up soil 

organic matter through a diversity of species and continuous canopy cover seeking to increase biodiversity 

whilst at the same time increasing food production”. 

Claire Billot, Centre de Coopération Internationale en Recherche Agronomique pour le Développement, 

France: “It is a matter of knowledge, sharing, access, a matter of being able to use that knowledge. Whether 

this knowledge comes from traditional knowledge or academic research, it is a sharing of that knowledge and 

the integration of different types of knowledge and also capacity building on being able to use it in a way that 

is suitable for your own agriculture. It is a way of developing local agriculture completely integrated within 
social structure to provide wellbeing for everyone. We need to address the entire food system, addressing also 

social identity and social interaction and considering that plant are social objects, they are exchange, cultivated, 
managed and we need to take into consideration all this type of practices. We need to change our point of view 

to provide new ways for interacting with different actors, new furrows, new areas where the interaction can 

take place and new types of partnerships. This led to the fact that we need to invent new rules and new relations, 

policies and to be part of societies and to be completely integrated. I think that agriculture is a way to enter 

something which Is really bigger, and which concerns everyone”. 

Konstandinos Mattas, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece: “The consumers are influenced by the 

big companies. Because they direct them to buy the cheapest and they do not care about biodiversity. We can 

introduce and talk about underutilized crops and we can bring them, but then, when the farmers come and sell 

it, they cannot sell because the consumers do not want to eat those products. In every country, the consumers 

want to eat the same food all the year around and they do not what is the season for each food. I think that the 
big data that we have, has to connect also the consumers as well. The key is the consumers, because they can 

play the role of change, we can make a lot of improvement in the production level, biodiversity but if the 
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consumers finally decide not to buy the product of the farmers who want income, farmers will sell the land 

and will go to work for the big companies. We can influence the consumers in several ways, we can talk about 

the heathenishly of having a diversified diet, to eat different products, so the consumers have to find products 

with a higher quality, produced with traditional knowledge, the product that the farmers produce in this way 

have higher qualities than those produced by big companies, quality is the key”. 

Nadia Serina, STMicroelectronics, Italy: “Through the discussion with the peoples, we can discover the ways 

to contribute and enriching the agricultural world and offering solutions for the real needs. For sure there are 

a lot of technologies that we have already develop, big data, artificial intelligence, telemedicine that can find 

an application in the African context. It is really important to fill the gap between who offers technologies and 

them who work on the field”. 

 

21st Infopoverty World Conference “How to build a fairer and more inclusive Digital Society?” – 

December 3, 2021 on UN Webcast 

Third Session - Digital way to prosperity for rural communities (EWA-BELT Session) 

Giovanna Seddaiu, EWA-BELT Project Coordinator, University of Sassari and Desertification Research 

Centre – Italy 

“The key concept that is overarching all the others, is that promotional food security at smallholder scale. But 

how? By reducing the gap, reducing the cost to harvest, implementing digital agriculture, empowering women. 

EWA-BELT is working hard in trying to achieve these goals and many more in a consortium of 20 partners 

based in UK, France, Italy, Greece and Sub-Saharan Africa.” 

Noel Makete, Centre Director Sericulture Research Centre, KALRO 

“The approach we are using is participatory technology development and dissemination within the farmer field 

research unit. And this is basically learning by doing. Here, we are evaluating different varieties for farmer 

preferred, underutilized and neglected crops, and also their associated agronomic principles, including pest 

and disease management, soil fertility management as well as pre and post-harvest management. These 

technologies ensure that it's not just about proper agronomic principles, but also about the protection of the 

crop while in the field and after harvesting. The post-harvest technologies will ensure produce remains in good 

condition, is safe for consumption and can store for a longer period.  

For the past one year working with the different stakeholders in the project has led to strengthened linkages 

and formation of networks among participating institutions and farmer groups. “ 

Bazoumana Koulibaly, Senior Scientist, INERA 

“To meet the high food demand due to increase in population and soil degradation, there is high pressure on 

natural resources in Burkina Faso condition. The importance of these problems recommends accurate 

information on key parameters of farming system for their sustainability, which is sometimes affected by 

relevant economic aspects. As contribution to food security and farming systems sustainability, the EWA-

BELT project is promoting traditional and innovative agricultural practices, improvement of crops and food 

protection as well as technology-related instruments. EWA-BELT project will also contribute in the promotion 

of neglected and underutilized species (NUS) for food diversification and soil integrated fertility management 

for achieving food security goals and the improvement of household income for small farmers.” 

Deodatus Kiriba, Agricultural Research Officer, NM-AIST 

https://media.un.org/en/search/?q=XXI+infopoverty&sort-by=relevance
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“In Tanzania, we are constrained by many both a biotech in bad factors, which include land degradation, and 

contamination, like the fluoride. But we also have low appropriate exhibited by the climate change in law 

square footage. […]So, to give a case study now in Tanzania, the EWA-BELT Project has done much on the 

land restoration; we first did the land degradation survey to map the degradation caused by poor quality factors.  

After mapping the land degradation, new approaches, including managing and covering integration, will be 

done to recover the soybeans or utilizing the available neglected crops as to benefit the farmers in the integrated 

lens. 

But we are also implementing this oil in the water management experiment. We are encouraging farmers to 

utilize the available organic sources to inorganic.” 

Joseph Adjebeng-Danquah, Senior Research Scientist, CSIR-SARI 

“We have low crop yields resulting from poor soils and low inputs use and cultivation of low yielding varieties. 

There's also a sporadic outbreak of pests. In Ghana EWA-BELT activities have been carried out in 4 case study 

areas, made up of four districts. In addition, we are also validating some of the technologies at three of our 

stations so to validate them this year and then use them in subsequent years of the projects. We are also looking 

at integrated soil fertility and water management practices to improve the yield of sorghum and millet. Studies 

are being carried out to develop effective pre and post-harvest strategies that looks at minimizing aflatoxin 

contamination in groundnut and maize. Different storage structures also being assessed for their effectiveness 

in managing aflatoxin contamination in stored grains and legumes. Further, for the soil nutrient management, 

we are trying to look at using compost from locally available plant residues to prepare organic fertilizer that 

can be utilized by the farmers. Both Kundok Development Consult Limited and CSIR-SARI are also assessing 

the effectiveness of plant based pesticides in controlling pests of maize and cowpea.  

We are also looking at future perspectives on how we can use ICTs to help the dissemination of these 

technologies for the rural communities.” 

Joseph Tholley, Dean, Faculty of Agriculture and Food Sciences, University of Makeni 

“Typically, in Sierra Leone, any farmer must carry a small amount of animal husbandry either in the form of 

chickens, or goods or sheep, and then crops. The EWA-BELT Project is trying to understand what and how 

we can modify or rather not the system. But, how can we adjust and put this combination systematically in a 

more organized manner so that the farmers can continue to produce and increase their productivity? By creating 

not only a high yield component, but also by sustaining the environment in which farmers are producing. This 

is the main goal of an integrated agriculture, which is encouraging mixed farming.” 

Alemayehu Chala, Hawassa University 

“The agricultural practices in Ethiopia are underdeveloped and there is less efficient transition to more 

productivity. Although, local crop varieties are resilient and adaptive to the prevailing environmental 

conditions, they are constantly facing various constraints including insect pests, diseases as well as adverse 

climate and weather conditions. In addition, access to resources, and modern knowledge and technologies is 

limited. In this context, we carry out some major activities. First is non-recovery, which involves identification 

and mapping of existing situation and constraints, as well as some of the indigenous practices and knowledge, 

and crop traits (including that of neglected and underutilized crops) in order to best utilize them in a way that 

improves agricultural productivity and sustainability. Besides, we are engaged in evaluation and testing of 

integrated soil fertility and pest management practices. We are also searching possible ways of optimization 

of pesticide use and finding alternatives to synthetic pesticides for those farmers to exploit the most in a way 

which is cost-effective and sustainable.” 

Toky Ravoavy, Ligne Verte NGO, Madagascar 
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“What is missing to move towards real change with the many global challenges [the] digital revolution 

[entails]? Human solidarity and digital technology for the exchange of good practices. Madagascar is 

connected to the world, but it needs the world with good practices and know how to protect it unique 

biodiversity and exploit its potential: young people, natural resources, farmland and mine. 
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